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ECONOMY:  Canal Latest 
 

AFFORDABLE AND SOCIAL HOUSING: Public Service Hero; Responsive Repairs Procurement 
 

ENVIRONMENT: Green Deal to End; Green Flag Award; Recycling Calendar 
 

RESOURCES:  Annual Canvass; Council Tax Collection; Mental Health Services – Youth Council 

View; Museum News 

 

HEALTH AND WELL BEING:  Dursley Pool News; Stratford Park Advertisement 

 
WHAT’S ON:  Museum Events; Subscription Rooms Events; Woodchester Mansion Events 
 
 
WELCOME 
Emily Godwin    Business Support Assistant (Planning)   20th July 
Mike Cunningham   Heating Contracts Manager     20th July 
 
FAREWELL  
Antony Chisnall   Services Manager      31st July 
Anne Ledeux    Business Support Assistant (Cultural Services)  31st August 
Angela Hathaway  Repairs Adviser.       2nd September   
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Sophie Smith, on achieving a First Class BSc (Hons) in Building Surveying 
 
TRANSFERS/PROMOTIONS 
Keren Manning   Public Spaces Assistant (secondment)   13th July  
Nikki Humphries  Senior Emergency Planning Officer    1st August 
 
 
JOHN BALFE  
We were all devastated to hear about the death of John Balfe. John, JB or  Balfie epitomised the 
traditional standards of local government. John started at SDC in early 1975, in the renowned Dursley 
terrapins. He studied for his professional qualifications part time and ended up as joint Development 
Control Manager with myself. We were known as the “Two Johns”.  
 
In his unassuming way he was a steady influence on the department. He was very supportive of 
everyone. In a job where you can’t please everyone, or at times can’t please anyone, he was widely 
respected by both developers and objectors alike. He was a planner within his own community. He 
mentored a considerable number of aspiring planners through college by his very example. He leaves 
behind a culture of a friendly helpful department, doing the right thing. 
 
Our thoughts go to Judy who supported him through difficult times. As the Rev. Ian Gobey said at his 
funeral, Judy has been a “rock”. Judy can rely on the support from her many colleagues and friends at 
SDC. John’s funeral at his local church at Cam was full, from local people from all walks of life. He was 
a genuine person doing his genuine best.   He will be missed.    
 
John Longmuir, Development Control Manager (754219)      

August, 2015   

mailto:john.longmuir@stroud.gov.uk
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ECONOMY: Help local people and businesses recover from the recession, grow the 

local economy and increase employment 
 
CANAL PROJECT LATEST 
 

Lodgemore Bridge: Tenders for fabricating and installing a new lift bridge here have been received 
and the successful contractor notified of the intention to award the contract.shortly. The cost was just 
within the available budget, but will need to be tightly controlled. Subject to discussions with the 
contractor, it is anticipated that work will start on site in October as the bridge has firstly to be made.  
 

Wallbridge Lower Lock: Land & Water Services 
returned in late July to clear the lock and create a 2m 
walkway on the off side to allow safe working access. 
As soon as this work was completed, Waterway 
Recovery Group volunteers arrived and have now 
scaffolded most of the lock and removed the coping 
stones (photo) and defective brickwork on the 
towpath side. Brickwork repairs have already begun. 
Volunteers have also removed two tree stumps 
affecting the stonework and cleared the two paddle 
holes. The main brickwork has been found to be in 
excellent condition – one of the best yet – with only 
the top 7 courses or so needing attention. The 
biggest problem relates to the offside lock wall below 
the lower gate, where it may need to be replaced, along with the associated tail wall. Specialist advice 
on this area is being sought.  
 

Cheapside: We now have agreement on how to resolve the complex issue of dredging past two 
landslips, together with opening up the remainder of the channel whilst remaining in budget. Our 
engineer is now working on a final costed solution – though this will still depend on our being able to 
use the brownfield site at Cheapside as a drying out area for removed silt. In the meantime, Newland 
Homes has submitted a planning application for the erection of 37 dwellings, retail units and associated 
parking on the Cheapside site, including conversion of the former canal warehouse.    
 

Bowbridge Bridge: Unfortunately, work here is now expected to begin in earnest in April next year. 
Gloucestershire County Council has been unable to obtain Temporary Flood Defence Consent from the 
Environment Agency to carry this out during the winter. Instead, necessary enabling works, eg 
supporting the gas main, will occur during the winter, enabling faster progress in the spring.  
 

Bowbridge Lock: As reported previously, work on the main chamber is all but finished, and the 
scaffolding has been removed. The lock gates due to be installed on 18th August. Silt is now being 
cleared from the area below the lock, so that scaffolding can be erected, allowing rebuilding of the 
offside wall between the lock and the bridge.  
 

Brimscombe Port: The Homes & Communities Agency has recently offered the opportunity to secure 
funding to bring forward redevelopment of the site. Until now, redevelopment has been unaffordable 
due to high infrastructure costs. A programme of works is now being drafted to deliver some of this 
infrastructure, making the site less expensive and more attractive to developers. The timescale is tight 
and work could begin very soon if our bid is successful. Work is likely to include: 

 Demolition of some units 

 Excavating part of the canal 

 Construction of a new access 

 Construction of a new river and canal bridge 
 

Living Waterway Awards: We are fortunate to have been shortlisted in the Restoration and Historic 
Environment category for a national Living Waterway Award – the premier canal restoration awards in 
the country. The result will be known at the award ceremony in Westminster on 8th October.   
 

We now have 1893 users following the latest canal news on  @cotswoldcanals 
 
Contact: Dave Marshall, Canal Project Manager (754646) (back to index) 

mailto:david.marshall@stroud.gov.uk
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Provide affordable, decent and social 

housing 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE HERO AWARD  
Congratulations to Stuart Strathearn for getting a Public Service Hero Award. He was amongst a group 
of heroes from all over England who were honoured in a Locality Award ceremony by Communities 
Minister Marcus Jones in the House of Lords in July.  

 
Stuart earned his reward for supporting localism and 
growing community enterprise most notably in The 
Tynings area, Nailsworth where, in spite of a number of 
obstacles, he was able to support and encourage the 
creation of a Residents’ Association. Stuart was 
nominated by Cllr. Emma Sims, “for his unfailing 
commitment to helping tenants and residents take part 
in developing and empowering their community”  
 
Many of Stuart's colleagues recognise that this is 

indeed well deserved and one commented, "Stuart does so much work both in the frontline and 
unstintingly in the background. I am really pleased that his commitment to delivering a quality service to 
our tenants and residents for Stroud District Council has been recognised." 
 
Contact: Christine Welsh, Resident Involvement Co-ordinator (754164) (back to index) 
 
 
RESPONSIVE REPAIRS AND PLANNED MAINTENANCE RE-PROCUREMENT 
Tenant Services are in the process of retendering the responsive repairs and planned maintenance 
contracts with the assistance of Ridge & Partners. As part of this work, we have extended our existing 
service delivery contracts with NKS Contracts (Central) and Morgan Sindall until the end of March. 
 
We are splitting the District geographically to create North and South contracts. We will be awarding 
just two contracts to cover all the day-to-day repairs, void refurbishments and planned works such as 
kitchens and bathrooms, roofs and other external works. The first stage of contractor engagement is 
underway with the Pre-Qualification Questionnaires due back in early August, before the shortlisted 
candidates are invited to tender in September. We hope to be able to announce the preferred bidders 
by the end of the year. 
 
Contacts: Nick Lacey, Programme Manager (754076) or Fay Gorick, Contracts Officer (754550) 

    (back to index) 
 

ENVIRONMENT: Help the community minimise its carbon footprint, adapt to 

climate change, recycle more and send as little waste to landfill as possible  

 
GREEN DEAL TO END? 
For those of you who had previously heard of the Green Deal, the Governments flagship scheme for 
energy efficiency, it now looks like it has come to the end of its road. The scheme was designed to offer 
domestic households finance packages to fund energy efficiency improvements with no upfront cost.  
However, on 23rd July the Government announced it will no longer fund the Green Deal Finance 
Company (the non-profit organisation that delivers Green Deal Finance)  The reason - low take-up and 
concerns about industry standards. This decision should have no impact on existing Green Deal 
Finance Plans or existing Green Deal Home Improvement Fund applications and vouchers, but the 
Green Deal finance company is no longer taking any new applications. 

Contact: Emma Quest, Energy Officer (754445) (back to index) 

mailto:christine.welsh@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:nick.lacey@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:fay.gorick@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:emma.quest@stroud.gov.uk


   

 4 

STRATFORD PARK RECEIVES GREEN FLAG AWARD 
Stratford Park will receive the Green Flag Award for a fantastic 12th year in a row!  This is a sign to 
visitors that the park is well-maintained and well-managed, with excellent facilities. It is a high-quality 
green space and wonderful asset for the residents of the Stroud District and further afield. The park 
staff have once again gone the extra mile to ensure that the facilities are maintained to a very high 
standard and thoroughly deserve this recognition for their efforts. Stratford Park was especially 
commended on the standard of the management plans and the coordination of the service delivery 
through the park management group which meets every month. Further plaudits were received for the 
wide variety of events offered throughout the year and the recycling of green waste materials on site. 
www.greenflagaward.org.uk 
 
Contact: Rozelle Jachowicz, Public Space Officer (754405) (back to index) 
 
 
RECYCLING CALENDAR 2015 – 2016 
The delivery of The Recycling Calendar 2015 – 2016 is now complete.  Veolia worked very hard to get 
the calendars out quickly over the whole District, with no disruptions to the Service.  The only issue, it 
was extremely hot when delivery started and the guys did a fantastic job in getting them delivered within 
two weeks, working their way through over 500 bottles of water!  If you or anyone you know has not 
received a calendar please contact Customer Services 01453 754424. 
 
Contact: Keren Manning, Public Space Assistant (754503) (back to index) 
 
 

RESOURCES: Provide value for money to our taxpayers and high quality  

services to our customers 
 
COUNCIL TAX COLLECTION 
The national council tax collection statistics have been released for 2014/15 and we have fared very 
favourably. We are ranked 14th in the whole country and above all our Gloucestershire neighbours, 
which is a fantastic achievement. Our net collectable debit has increased to over £65 million of which 
99.04% was collected. The national collection figures cover all 326 councils which send out tax bills. 
 
Contact: Mark Richings, Technical Recovery Officer (754015) (back to index) 
 
 
YOUTH COUNCIL HELPS SHAPE MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
Members of Stroud District Youth Council (SDYC) and Local Youth Forum (LYF) groups across the 
district recently attended a youth engagement event set up by NHS Glos Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCG) to focus on the future of children and young people’s mental health services.  
 
Representatives from SDYC and LYF’s were joined by other young people from across the county at 
Eastington Community Centre to participate in an interactive workshop style event, designed to enable 
young delegates to express their views on current services and suggest new ways of improving 
provision for the future.  
 
The CCG is tasked with producing a Transformation Plan in collaboration with commissioning partners, 
service providers, children, young people and their families which will set out the how they are going to 
meet the principles and ambitions detailed in Future in Mind, the government’s policy document on 
children and young people’s mental health services. www.youth.stroud.gov.uk 
 
Contact: Steve Miles, Senior Youth Officer (754504) (back to index) 
 
 
  

http://www.greenflagaward.org.uk/
mailto:rozelle.jachowicz@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:keren.manning@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:mark.richings@stroud.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/414024/Childrens_Mental_Health.pdf
http://www.youth.stroud.gov.uk/
mailto:steve.miles@stroud.gov.uk
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MUSEUM NEWS 
 
Museum awarded grant to improve access and care of collections 
The Museum in the Park was recently awarded one of the South-West Museum Development 
Programme’s Small Grants for Big Improvements. The award of £460 is to fund the purchase of 
specialist equipment which will help us to improve access to, and care of, collections. Items purchased 
include magnified-top specimen boxes which can help the public to see the detail on coins, geological 
samples etc. and digital photo-frames which can help us to create links to other parts of the collections. 
Both of these new tools were put into immediate use in a display of Roman Coins installed as part of 
the Festival of Archaeology in July, and many other uses are planned for them including using the 
photo frames in next year’s programme of World War One commemoration which will focus on 
individuals from the district who went to fight all across the world. In addition the grant funded the 
purchase of a number of box frames which will be used to demonstrate various aspects of collections 
care such as why we ask people not to touch objects, and why light levels in the Museum are kept low. 
 
Museum remains a ‘Quality Assured Visitor Attraction’ 
For the eighth year running, the District’s museum has been awarded the respected Visitor Attraction 
Quality Assurance Scheme Award (VAQAS), from official tourist board Visit England. The scheme 
involves a comprehensive assessment of all aspects of the visitor experience, with a 'mystery visitor' 
from Visit England assessing the Museum from its website, use of social media and an actual visit. 
The assessment report noted that 'excellent customer service from the staff reaches the standard for 
nomination for the Welcome Accolade'. To be nominated for this Visit England award an attraction must 
score from very high to excellent in all categories of the visit. The Museum in the Park’s staff and 
volunteers’ customer care, efficiency and knowledge scored an impressive 97%. 
 
Contact: Kevin Ward, Museum Development Manager (763394) (back to index) 

 
ANNUAL CANVASS 2015 
In order to vote in any election you must be on the Electoral Register. By now, all 52,000 households 
within the district should have received a Household Enquiry form; this asks residents to check whether 
the information that appears on the electoral register for those living at that address is correct. The aim 
of the form is to ensure that the electoral register is up to date and to identify any residents who are not 
registered to vote, so they can be encouraged to do so. It is important that householders respond to this 
form as soon as possible. Changes can be made online or by post, or you can simply confirm that all 
details are correct by text or phone.  
 
If we have not received a response by 7 September then reminder forms will be sent and, if we still 
have not receive a response by 5 October, we will send canvassers to visit the non-responding 
properties. If you are not on the electoral register it could an impact on more than your right to vote. For 
instance, your ability to open a bank account, get credit, a loan or a mortgage could be affected 
because authorised credit reference agencies check whether you are on the electoral register as part of 
their verification process. Don’t forget that we also need information about any 16 and 17 year olds as 
they can register too. This means that when they turn 18 they will automatically be able to vote. 
 
Electoral Canvassers required: If you think you can provide excellent customer service, know you 
local area well and would like some extra cash for Christmas then this role could be for you. We are 
looking for driven people to help us with the annual canvass; the role will involve visiting electors who 
have not responded to the forms received in the post and encouraging them to return their form.  
Canvassers are required to complete the canvassing activity within the set time frame of 9 October to 
20 November, and visit each property at least twice at different times to maximise the chance of 
catching residents in. This can be during the evenings or weekends as they see fit. Canvassers are 
required to work in their own time so for council staff, this means working outside of their normal office 
hours. Each canvasser is allocated an area and payment is based on performance. Mileage fees will be 
paid. http://intranet.stroud.gov.uk/UMBS61/service-units/elections/electoral-canvasser-posts.aspx 
 
Contact: Hannah Emery, Principal Elections Officer (754383) (back to index) 

mailto:kevin.ward@stroud.gov.uk
http://intranet.stroud.gov.uk/UMBS61/service-units/elections/electoral-canvasser-posts.aspx
mailto:hannah.emery@stroud.gov.uk
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HEALTH & WELLBEING: Promote the health and well being of our 

communities and work with others to deliver the public health agenda 
 

 
 
DURSLEY POOL NEWS 
Building work for the new fitness extension will start on 24th August, with the new access being the first 
phase. To keep up to date and view pictures of the new centre please visit: www.dursleypool.com 
 
Corporate Memberships 
Dursley Pool will be launching a corporate membership in September, saving you money off our all 
inclusive membership giving you unlimited access to all classes, gym, racket sports and pool. If you 
would like some additional information on our corporate memberships please call Kelly on 546441.  
 
Swim Workshops @ Dursley Pool 
Swimming is a great form of all-round exercise. It's ideal if you want to be more active and stay healthy, 
whatever your age or ability. Regular swimming can reduce the risk of chronic illnesses, such as heart 
disease, type 2 diabetes and stroke. It can also boost your mood and keep your weight under control. 
Swimming is a lifelong skill that could save a life. If you can’t swim, it’s never too late to learn. 
Dates: Tuesday 8th September – Tuesday 27th October. Time: 9pm – 10pm 
 
My Fitness Plan 
Looking to get fit and want a little extra help and guidance? Recovering from an injury and need 
advice? My Fitness Plan is for you....... My Fitness Plan is a two part plan:- 
Part 1: The initial assessment with a Fitness Consultant who will talk to you regarding your 
requirements and give you advice on how to achieve your goals.   
Part 2: Fitness test package, this is a 12 week programme which includes..... an induction for new 
users, a 30 minute initial fitness test with personal programming, guidance and advice on  classes and 
activities that will help you achieve your goals, a six week progress review and a final assessment at 12 
weeks. For more information please contact Helen: helen.andrewartha@stroud.gov.uk 
 
Build your own Pool Party 
Only a few party slots are available in July/August ... Book now to avoid disappointment... Build your 
own pool party ....... pick from our range of inflatable’s to customise your party just for you. For full 
information please visit our website: www.dursleypool.com 
 
Contact: Kelly Mackenzie, Duty Manager (546441) (back to index) 

http://www.dursleypool.com/
mailto:kelly.mackenzie@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:helen.andrewartha@stroud.gov.uk
http://www.dursleypool.com/
mailto:kelly.mackenzie@stroud.gov.uk
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WHAT’S ON 
 
 

 
MUSEUM EVENTS & EXHIBITIONS 

 
 

Until Monday 31st August ‘WITHOUT BORDERS’ Printmaking beyond the two-dimensional 
This exhibition explores the use of print on a wide variety of surfaces, showing contemporary examples 
of how and why artists use print, and re-examining what print actually is. It is also a preview exhibition 
for the Impress Printmaking Festival which is run by Gloucestershire Printmaking Cooperative (GPC). 
The next festival will take place in March. www.gpchq.co.uk 
 
Wednesday 19th – Saturday 22nd August, 11am – 4pm  BEAKER PEOPLE CLAY POTS  
Bronze Age Adventures … Drop in Family Fun: Imagine what life was like at home in Bronze Age 
Britain and make a clay pot inspired by ancient finds on display in our Archaeology gallery.  
Recommended for families with children aged 5+. £2 per child, accompanying adults free 
 
Wednesday 19th August, 2pm – 4pm  MEET THE CURATOR  
To take a closer look at previously unseen objects from the Museum collections. This time our theme is 
the Bronze Age and the Beaker people of the Cotswolds – drop in to find out more! Free.  
 
Wednesday 26th – Saturday 29th August 11am – 4pm THE MUSEUM OF MYSTERY OBJECTS 
Drop in Family Fun. Create an imaginary mini Museum of mysterious objects, lost treasures, incredible 
inventions or fabulous finds. What secrets will your Museum contain? A family drop in workshop, 
recommended for families with children aged 5+.£1 per child, accompanying adults free 
 
Wednesday 26th August, 2pm – 4pm MEET THE CURATOR  
Meet the Curator to take a closer look at previously unseen objects from the Museum collections – this 
time the theme is mystery objects. We will take a look at some of the weird and wonderful things the 
Museum has collected over the years, and how the Museum knows what they are! Free 
 
Friday 28th August, 2pm – 4pm MEET THE COLLECTOR 
Drop in and meet a mysterious character in the Museum today and find out more about the fascinating 
world of museums, collecting and collections. Free.  
 
Saturday 5th – Sunday 27th September STROUD SCHOOL OF ART STAFF SHOW  
Exhibition in Gallery One: Stroud School of Art began in the 1860s, moving to purpose-built 
accommodation at Lansdown in the 1890s, a building which went on to also house Stroud’s Museum. 
The School of Art continues to inspire generations of students, thanks to the creativity, passion and 
dedication of its staff. This exhibition presents a selection of work by many of the talented artists who 
currently teach at the school, now part of SGS College. 
 
Saturday 5th September – Sunday 27th September ‘TRACING ABSENCE’ by Simon Morriss 
Exhibition in Gallery Two. After a career as an architect, Simon Morriss completed a Foundation 
Degree in Creative Practice at Stroud College in 2012 and went on to gain an MA in Fine Art from 
Birmingham Institute of Art and Design. The works in this exhibition explore the way absence is 
materialised through the process of making. On display are artefacts which incorporate an element of 
absence and paintings and drawings which further explore this theme. Opening times vary – please call 
ahead before making a special visit: 01453 763394.  
 
Friday 11th September  8pm ‘til late  FREE MOTHING IN STRATFORD PARK 
Come along to Stratford Park this evening and help with sugaring, moth trapping and identification. 
Wrap up warm, wear sturdy shoes and bring a torch. Meet outside the Museum. All welcome but 
children must be accompanied by a parent or carer.  
 
Saturday 12th September 2pm & 3.30pm Heritage Open Days: COWLE STORE TOURS  

http://www.gpchq.co.uk/
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Where in Stroud can you see a stuffed puffer-fish, an enormous papier-mâché dinosaur, a selection of 
archaeological artefacts and a blunderbuss?  
 
Well, the answer is that usually you can’t, but for one afternoon only the Museum in the Park will be 
opening the doors to their storage rooms at the School of Science and Art in Lansdown to take you 
behind the scenes at the Museum. Visitors will get an opportunity to find out about the history of the 
Stroud District (Cowle) Museum Service, how objects are stored and cared for, and find out how the 
museum knows where each one of the 60,000 objects in their care are at any given time! There will be 
a short tour of the stores, led by our Curator, taking in some of the objects within. There will be a 
chance to ask questions and to see artefacts which have never previously been displayed.   
Free but booking essential – call 01453 763394. 
  
Sunday 13th September & Sunday 27th September, 2pm – 4pm MEET THE ARTIST  
Drop in and meet Simon Morriss, who will be working on an egg tempera painting in the gallery. Bring 
along your sketchbook  – a variety of abstract objects will be on display for you to draw.  
 
 

Trails on Trial … Free summer holiday fun for all ages! 
Families with children of all ages can enjoy exploring our eclectic and fascinating displays with our free 
trails. This summer our ever-popular I-Spy quizzes will be joined by three new experimental family 
trails. Ask for the House of Cards trails and experience the museum collection with fresh eyes.  
 
Would you like to tell us what your favourite museum objects are?  
Take a photo when you visit and share with us via Twitter, Facebook or Instagram! 

 
Admission free, donations welcome. Sign up for ‘What’s On at The Museum in the Park’ email alerts: 
www.stroud.gov.uk/PLO/alerts_consultation.aspx 
 
Summer opening hours: 
Tuesday to Friday 10am – 5pm, Weekends & Bank Holiday Mondays 11am – 5pm  
 
www.museuminthepark.org.uk   www.twitter.com/museuminthepark 
www.facebook.com/TheMuseuminthePark   Museum admission free, donations appreciated  
 
Contact: Abigail Large, Museum Administrator (763394) (back to index) 
 
 
WOODCHESTER MANSION EVENTS 
 
Thursday 27th August, 6.30pm Festival Player – Outdoor Performance ‘AS YOU LIKE IT’ 
Live theatrical performance held outside on the front lawn of the mansion.  People are invited to bring 
picnics but we also offer the Servants hall to be open and have drinks etc available.  Park in NT car 
park and walk of get the bus that will pick up from bottom of the steps from 6pm onwards. Tickets £15. 
 
Friday 25th September DRACULA’S GHOST - Live Theatre 
This is a live performance held in the decorated stage of the Drawing Room, effects, costumes and 
lighting set the mood for the performance. Ticket holders have chance to wander the mansion before 
the performance to help create the mood.  The Servants Hall will be open for refreshments and the 
Mansion Shop.  Parking is in NT car park and the minibus will collect from the mansion steps or people 
can walk down the track at their own leisure. Tickets £10 pp. 
 
Contact: Sue Brown, Events Manager (861541) (back to index) 
 

 
  

http://www.stroud.gov.uk/PLO/alerts_consultation.aspx
http://www.museuminthepark.org.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/museuminthepark
http://www.facebook.com/TheMuseuminthePark
mailto:abigail.large@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:sue.brown@woodchestermansion.org.uk
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SUBSCRIPTION ROOMS EVENTS  - SEPTEMBER 
 
 

Tuesday 1 September 8pm QUIZ NIGHT 
Test your knowledge and join us for our fun quiz nights in Mr Twitchett’s. A great excuse to get all of 
your friends together for a laugh and if you’re lucky you could be going home with some top prizes!. 
Maximum of 4 people per team. 1st prize – Sub Rooms tickets. 2nd Prize – Twitchett’s drinks voucher 
 
Friday 4 September 7.30pm SPOOKY MEN’S CHORALE  
Arising from the Blue Mountains in Australia, the Spooky Men's Chorale have been gleefully smashing 
up and reassembling the world of men's singing since 2001, and now continue their long, slow, global 
conquest with a 6th UK tour, including to Stroud, tenderly brandishing their latest album "Warm", a 
comforting idyll. www.spookymen.com Tickets £18.00 under 18’s £15. 
 
Saturday 5 September 8pm COMEDY ALL STARS  
Tony Vino as MC. Preston’s very own funnyman. Tony has been touring the comedy scene since early 
2005. Well aware of social and political issues he mixes friendly well thought out observational humour 
with audience interaction and quick witted responses. This year Geoff Whiting celebrates 16 years on 
the stand-up circuit. During which time he has established himself as a comedian and popular compere. 
His funny, strong, versatile act lends itself to any occasion. He has a wealth of experience in working at 
all the notable comedy clubs in Europe and many corporate and private events with audiences of 12 to 
over 1,000 people. The legend that is Sol Bernstein escaped the Pogroms in Russia, the Nazis in 
Germany, and went on to become the World's 1st all-round entertainer. He's a song and dance man, a 
comedian, a magician, an actor, a Jazz musician (Sol was rated "BEST TRIANGLE" player in the USA 
in the 50's by performers like Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington). £10 adv £14 door.(Buy 10 advance 
tickets for the price of 9 & get a table reserved for your party) 
 
Sunday 6 Sept 10am - 10.30am (age 2-6) 11am - 12pm (age 7-18) MY STAGE SCHOOL OPEN DAY  
'My Stage School' is extremely excited to announce their launch in Stroud this September at the 
beautiful Subscription Rooms. We are a vibrant, ambitious, friendly and exciting performing arts 
academy, offering only the very best standards and training in dance, drama and singing. We 
cater for any child age 2 to 18 as well as adults age 30 plus. We are looking for children of any standard 
whether you consider yourself to be shy and quiet, or whether you wish to audition for West End shows 
or pursue a career in the performing arts. We are also looking for adults age 30 plus who want a fun, 
lively and achievable class with like minded people. Parents are invited to watch while your child takes 
part in 15 minute sessions of our dance, drama and singing classes. Anyone who joins us in our first 
term receives a free personalised 'My Stage School' hoodie! Spaces are limited and booking fast so 
book your FREE TRIAL SPACE now!  For more information call 07983 664959 or email 
info@mystageschool.co.uk FREE TRIAL SESSION Sunday 6 September. Book now! 
 
Sunday 6 September 7.30pm TUBULAR BELLS FOR TWO 
One album, two men, too many instruments. The multi-award winning hit show comes to Stroud for the 
first time! In a tense and thrilling ride, two crazy Aussies perform Mike Oldfield's masterpiece, Tubular 
Bells, with a twist. They are run off their feet as they tackle over 20 instruments to accomplish a feat 
that usually requires an entire entourage of musicians. Be taken on an epic journey, from the eerie 
theme from The Exorcist, to the raucous sound of 'The Caveman'. This physically demanding 
performance has mesmerized sellout audiences worldwide. It is not to be missed! 
http://tubularbellsfortwo.com £19.50 (£18 concs) 
 
Friday 11 – Sunday 13 September STROUD THEATRE FESTIVAL 
It's back!! Following the success of last year's theatre festival, Stroud will host its third Theatre Festival 
in September and it will be bigger and better than ever. 
 
This year there are even more performances and additional venues. Over 40 diverse shows, ranging 
from children's theatre and lively comedies to classics and cutting edge drama, will be performed in 
leading Stroud venues including the Subscription Rooms, Lansdown Hall, the British School, the 
Alehouse, the Imperial Hotel. info@stroudtheatrefestival.co.uk  
 

http://www.spookymen.com/
mailto:info@mystageschool.co.uk
http://tubularbellsfortwo.com/
mailto:info@stroudtheatrefestival.co.uk
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Friday 18 – Sunday 20 September STROUD FOLK FESTIVAL  
Three days of Fabulous Folk, Ceilidh, Morris Sides, Ale & Cider Bar and much more.  
Stroud Folk Festival is back. The weekend takes a slightly different form this year, with a lot of 
emphasis on the Saturday on local musicians and performers. Proceedings start, as is now traditional, 
with the festival Ceilidh on the Friday at the Sub Rooms and the band this year is The Watch. Also on 
Friday, there’s something a bit special this year. The Gloucestershire Blinder. Celebrating the songs 
and tunes of our glorious county (old boundaries), this concert draws its material from a brand new 
online archive representing over a hundred years of folk song and music collecting.  Live performance 
with field recordings and video. 

Saturday sees Morris sides around the town as well as sessions in the Ale House and The Little Vic 
throughout the day. There will be an ale and cider bar in the George Room at the Sub Rooms all day 
and maybe even a session in there too.  

Saturday evening on the Subscription Rooms main stage will kick off at 6pm with our favourite local 
heroine, Hattie Briggs. Hattie’s star has risen meteorically over the last couple of years and we’re 
delighted to welcome her back to the Sub Rooms stage to open the evening’s festivities.  She will be 
followed by the wonderful Lisbee Stainton. In the eight years since she became the first unsigned 
singer to perform at London’s O2 Arena to 30,000 people, Lisbee has toured with Joan Armatrading, 
Paul Carrack and Seth Lakeman, been a featured artist on BBC Radio 2’s prestigious “In Concert” 
series, as well as releasing four albums to huge critical acclaim.  

We then have a bit of real Folk royalty in the shape of Steve Tilston. Steve made his recording debut in 
1971 with the classic An Acoustic Confusion and has been turning out quality albums ever since. As a 
songwriter and guitarist he has many admirers throughout the world including luminaries such as Bert 
Jansch and Ralph McTell. He’s toured with John Renbourn’s Ship of Fools, in a stunning partnership 
with traditional singer Maggie Boyle (producing the classic recordings Of Moor and Mesa and All Under 
the Sun), as guitarist with Ballet Rambert; with Martin Allcock and Pete Zorn in WAZ!; with Brooks 
Williams in A Transatlantic Song-Swap and, of course, with his daughter Martha. But tonight it’s just 
Steve and his guitar!  

The night will be brought to a rousing climax by the magnificent New Rope String Band as part of their 
farewell tour. Sadly the band has come to the end of their tether! The sheer strain of spreading joy 
around the world for more than 25 years as Old and New Rope has proved too much. Audiences' 
laughter muscles have been stretched and twanged and they, too, need a rest. 

But, before these ageing folk-cabaret artistes go their separate ways, heading for new and exciting 
theatrical and musical horizons, they have decided to do a farewell lap of honour, a celebratory 
extravaganza of their finest routines with some specially-created final flourishes. Expect fish tanks, 
boiled eggs, fiddles, banjos, cardboard guitars, theremins, explosions, interactive films, drainpipes, 
mermaids, pink y-fronts, thrills, spills, tears and hilarity. For diehard audiences it's a chance to come 
along, laugh once more and say goodbye. For those who've never seen them, wake up, this is your last 
chance! www.stroudfolkfestival.co.uk  £18 (£15 concs) 

24 September 8pm  AND THIS IS MY FRIEND MR LAUREL  
by Gail Louw and Jeffrey Holland. Fulfilling a long held desire to pay tribute to his hero Stan Laurel, 
Jeffrey Holland tells this intriguing, funny and often poignant tale of friendship, love and dedication 
about one of Hollywood’s great film comedians. Jeffrey (Hi-de-Hi, You Rang M'Lord) stars in this one-
man show about friendship, memories and a couple of remarkable lives. Set in the bedroom of a sick 
Oliver Hardy the show takes place during Laurel's visit to the dying man. Recounting their past success 
as the comedy double act Laurel and Hardy, this is a humorous and touching look at one of the great 
cinematic partnerships of the last century. There will be a Q and A session with Jeffrey Holland at the 
end. £14 (£12 concs)  www.myfriendmrlaurel.co.uk  https://www.facebook.com/stanlaurelshow 
 
  

http://www.stroudfolkfestival.co.uk/
http://www.myfriendmrlaurel.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/stanlaurelshow
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Saturday 26 September 8pm STEVE KNIGHTLEY + SUPPORT  
Steve Knightley is undoubtedly one of the world’s finest acoustic multi-instrumentalists. This multi BBC 
Folk Award-winning performer has left an indelible mark on the traditional music scene, and now 
returns to Subscription Rooms by popular demand. 
 
Known for his solo output as much as his duo, Show Of Hands with Phil Beer (Albion Band), Steve has 
captivated audiences for decades with his inimitable songwriting. His infectious musical story-telling, 
underpinned by his deft use of a multitude of string instruments, encompasses fictitious and factual 
tales from generations both contemporary and long past. 
 
Currently touring his ‘Grow Your Own Gig’ project, he is bringing his often rurally inspired music to the 
furthest reaches of the British countryside, facilitating shows in village halls, community centres and 
small venues anywhere there is a willing audience.  
 
This show in Stroud will be one of Steve’s first large solo shows after this admirable project’s close, and 
will have its tone set by the outstanding Stroud Folk Festival taking place the previous weekend. By 
then the folky vibes will most certainly be in the Gloucestershire air. Don’t let them pass you by. £18 
adv £21 door 
 
Sunday 27 September 7.30pm EUROPEAN UNION CHAMBER ORCHESTRA  
Handel - Suite Water Music; Bach Concerto for Two Violins; Vivaldi - Flute Concerto "The Goldfinch" 
Handel - Concerto Grosso Op.6 No.1; Bach - Brandenburg Concerto No.5 
 
The EUCO gave its first concerts in 1981 and soon gained an international reputation as a musical 
ambassador for the European Union. Funding from the European Commission enabled EUCO to make 
its name familiar worldwide with tours to Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia and the Philippines, North, 
South and Central America, North Africa, India and the Middle East as well as across Europe. It 
regularly performs in major concert halls throughout the UK and recent years have seen live broadcasts 
on BBC Radio 3, the Bath Festival with Alison Balsom and a tour of Christmas concertos with Nicola 
Benedetti. The schedule since 2013 has included tours to Spain, Germany, Luxemburg, Turkey, Malta 
and most recently to Egypt. £14 (£12 concs) 
 

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS 
 
Wednesdays 7.15pm - 9.30pm 7.15pm (Beginners) 8.15pm (Intermediates) LEARN TO JIVE  
Learn to jive with experienced and fun teachers. Get fit and improve your social life with easy-to-learn 
dances are taught step by step. No need to bring a partner – just yourself. £6 per class. Contact James 
on 01453 752842 www.justjive.com 
 
Wednesday 2 September (5 weeks) 7pm-9pm PORTRAIT CLASS with Katherine Bryan-Merrett 
This 5 week course is an introduction to portraiture. Using a variety of mediums including; pencils, 
charcoal and pastels, Katherine will teach you simple techniques for effective portrait drawing. The 
focus is on the enjoyment of portraiture and the fastest most effective way of capturing a likeness.  
The first few weeks we will look at tone and shape using pencils, charcoal and pastels, then moving on 
to colour and the different way to use pastels. "It’s all about having some fun with it. Half of the 
challenge when creating portraits is having the confidence to just have some fun with it!" Katherine has 
worked for over a decade in finding simple techniques for creating stunning portraits. These workshops 
are about getting a bit messy, freeing up and getting stuck in. If you are not a confident sketcher, 
Katherine ensures that by the end of the course you will be full of confidence and thoroughly inspired! 
Please bring materials; pencils, putty rubber, sketch books, charcoal, chalk pastels (inscribe are a good 
brand for the techniques I use, the softer more expensive ones don’t do the same thing) £37.50 (early 
booking essential) 
 
Tuesday 22 September 10 weeks 8pm-9.30pm  CUFFING IT! 
10 Week Improv Comedy Course with Joy-Amy Wigman.  Taster Session Tuesday 15 September 
8.00pm-9.30pm £10. Over ten weeks, through the use of theatre games (think “Whose Line is it 
Anyway?” or Cheltenham's own “Knowing Smirk” show) and stagecraft skills, this course will build up 
your comedy confidence and help you to embrace your inner idiot.  On a more grown up note, you'll 

http://www.justjive.com/
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also be taught how to interact on stage properly, use your voice to its full advantage, the rules and 
tricks to proper improvisation, and how to let go of the fear of failure.  There is no failure here, only 
openings to new possibilities! The course is taught by Comedian and Actress Joy-Amy Wigman using a 
mixture of her own techniques and influences from the Second City Theatre in Chicago (home of 
improve comedy). Over 16s only please. £75 (early booking essential) 
 
Thursday 17 September – Thursday 22 October 6pm-7pm THE ACADEMY OF MAGIC 
Magic Club. With Colin Dymond. Run by, Member of The Magic Circle, Colin Dymond Magic Club is a 
six week program that will teach your child the fundamental rules, sleight of hand and performance 
skills required to become a magician. Children will learn tricks from the following magic disciplines. 
Disappearance, Appearance, Penetration, Transformation and Mentalism. Suitable for children aged 7-
12. £60 (early booking essential) 
 
Monday 21 Sept – Monday 30 Nov 5.45pm - 7.15pm YOGA & RELAXATION with Claudia Weston 
Ground, lengthen and breathe... Based loosely on Scaravelli's form of yoga - the postures are adapted 
to the individual. Suitable for beginners and advanced. www.cloud9yoga.org Call Claudia on 01453 755 
695 or email claudia@cloud9yoga.org. Price £6 per class - drop in. 
 
Monday 21 September 10 weeks 10.30am-12.30pm  FOCUS ON FUSING CLASS  
with Caroline Lambert. This 10 week course will focus on the remarkable process of kiln-firing and 
mould work.  We will cover all the basics of fusing, learn how glass behaves when heated and cooled, 
why some glasses are not compatible with others, kiln preparation and firing schedules, working with 
accessories such as frits and stringers, the use of  enamels and metal inclusions, and slumping into 
moulds. We will also look at things to avoid and trouble shooting. This is a practical course that will 
build your knowledge and skill throughout the term.  Each week, after a short over view of some of the 
key specifics of the subject, you will be able to work on your own projects which will be fired and 
returned to you by Caroline.  All tools and equipment are provided and a range of glass (COE 96) and 
other compatible materials can be bought from Caroline. No previous experience is necessary. 
carolinelambertglass.com £75 (early booking essential) 
 
Monday 21 September 10 weeks 1.30pm-3.30pm and 7pm – 9pm (no class 26 Oct) 
Tuesday 22 September 10 weeks 10am-12pm and 1pm-3pm (no class 27 Oct) 
STAINED GLASS CLASS with Caroline Lambert 
This popular class will quickly have you designing, cutting and assembling your own stained glass 
creation in a friendly and supportive environment. Based on individual needs, designed for both 
beginners and those with some experience, the course provides an opportunity to work on personal 
projects and covers a range of traditional and more contemporary methods. You will learn all the basic 
techniques of pattern preparation, glass cutting, leading, foiling, soldering and finishing and basic 
decorative processes such as painting and fusing. All tools and equipment are provided and a range of 
glass and other materials can be bought. carolinelambertglass.com £75 (early booking essential) 
 
Wednesday 23 September (10weeks) 7pm-9pm CREATIVE WRITING (Beginners & Improvers) 
with Kevan Manwaring MA. Whether you are a curious beginner, a secret scribbler or someone in need 
of fresh inspiration, feedback and advice, this friendly, supportive and informative class will be for you. 
We'll look at finding and developing ideas in prose fiction and life-writing, cultivating a healthy writing 
practice and pathways to publication. By the end of the course you'll have a writer's tool-kit of 
techniques, a portfolio of work, and a clear idea of how to proceed. Each week there will be a chance to 
workshop your writing, give and receive constructive criticism and hone your critical faculties as a writer 
- cultivating a professional approach to editing and submitting your work for profit or for pleasure. All 
abilities welcome. Bring pen and paper. Booking essential. £75 (booking essential) 
 
Saturday 26 September 10am-4pm PASTEL PORTRAIT WORKSHOP with Katherine Bryan-Merrett 
This is an intensive one day workshop about using pastels in portraiture. Katherine shows you the 
technique she has developed to create stunning pastel portraits that can look almost like paintings. The 
technique involves layering and blending pastels directly onto MDF board. You will need clothes you 
don’t mind getting messy, a variety of pastels (cheaper pastels are better for this technique - inscribe 
are ideal) This workshop is suitable for all ability levels. There will be MDF sheets provided, please just 
bring a set of soft chalk pastels. £35 (booking essential)  

http://www.cloud9yoga.org/
mailto:claudia@cloud9yoga.org
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EXHIBITIONS 
 
Tuesday 22 - Saturday 26 September 10am-5pm VIEW POINTS 
Foto Forum is a small group of independent photographers based in Gloucestershire.  The group 
provides the opportunity for its members to share their work and experiences and contribute their own 
perception to joint exhibitions. This latest work shows the diversity of the four photographers, each with 
their own way of interpreting their world. 
 
Tuesday 29 September – Saturday 3 October 10am-5pm THREE BY 3 PLUS ONE 
Following on from previous successful showings by "Three by 3", Pauline Cullimore, Janet Grist and 
Sylvia Hammond are again showing a diverse collection of their stitched textiles, wall hangings and 
quilts; they are complemented in this exhibition by Fiona Moir with her atmospheric landscape 
paintings. 
 
The Subscription Rooms, George Street, Stroud, Glos. GL5 1AE. 
Box Office 01453 760900 Website www.subscriptionrooms.org.uk 
 
 
 

Deadline for the September edition – Thursday, 3
rd

 
September. Please email  Dave Marshall    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.subscriptionrooms.org.uk/
mailto:david.marshall@stroud.gov.uk

