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Newsletter 

Community Assets Event 
Tuesday 5th February 2013 6pm – 8pm 

Standish Village Hall 
Making the most of what you’ve got! 

 

Many communities are embarking on listing physical assets of community value. This free event/ workshop goes 

beyond that to look at ALL assets in communities – people and skills as well as places.  

How can we find out what assets we need and how can we make the most of them?  

This free event will showcase communities which have worked on unlocking and using their assets, Church End 

Orchard in Eastington; Coaley Shop and Whiteshill & Ruscombe Events Committee.   After they have shared tips 

from their projects we will put our heads together to focus on “How can we do this in our community?”  

Book your place by emailing Barbara Pond bpond@grcc.org.uk or 01452 528491. Please also let us know if you will 

need the use of the stair lift at the hall. 

Directions: on the B4008, by Standish Church at the junction with Standish Lane http://www.grcc.org.uk/village-

hall-database/village-hall/standish-village-hall  

 

 

 

  

 
 

Neighbourhood Planning & Localism Update 
Stroud Communities are tackling forward planning for their 

areas in a variety of ways 

 

Parish and Community Led Plans - 8 communities in the 

district are currently working on parish plans. Pitchcombe is at 

the early consultation stage while Eastington and Dursley/ Cam 

are drawing together their action plans. Hinton and Hamfallow 

have just completed questionnaires. Alkington and Standish are 

both refreshing their parish plans alongside undertaking a 

Community Design Statement (CDS). Alkington drafted in help 

from the local pub as they held their consultation at the 

Stagecoach Inn. If you have completed a parish plan you should 

have received from GRCC a copy of your actions and a request 

to complete a status update. This will help us to maintain an up 

to date database.   

 

Other communities undertaking Community Design 

Statements include Kingswood, Whitminster, Slimbridge and 

Stroud. Slimbridge has worked with the primary school to 

develop mental maps, a survey and completion of a model which 

will help with further consultation. Slimbridge Parish Council 

made reference to points raised (so far) in their CDS 

consultation when responding to a recent planning application. 

Whitminster has spent some time collecting, in a structured way, 

views of local residents relating to local land use. Stroud District 

Council is offering grants of up to £500 to help with these. (See 

funding source information ‘Community Planning Grant 

Scheme’ contained in this newsletter).  

 

Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDP) - Randwick is 

carrying out local consultation as part of a move towards a NDP 

while other communities are working on parish plan refreshes 

and community design statements with a view to using the 

information collected as evidence should they decide to proceed 

to a full NDP.  

Free GRCC 

Event 

GRCC has analysed and prepared a commentary on land use 

actions from some parish plans so that those communities can 

consider if a NDP is appropriate for them. We have also given 

presentations and carried out workshops for many communities 

to help them gain a greater understanding of Community Rights. 

 If your parish would like us to analyse actions from your parish 

plan or is interested in a presentation/ Q+A session or workshop, 

contact Elin Tattersall elint@grcc.org.uk or 01452 528491. 

 

Funding For Neighbourhood Planning - Removing barriers  
In our conversations with communities and statutory authorities 

one of the barriers to communities moving forward 

Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDP) has been the lack of 

capacity for the district council to support the community and to 

fund the examination and referendum costs. This barrier has 

been removed. In August 2012, national government announced 

funding for local planning authorities to cover their 

neighbourhood planning duties. For 2013 and 2014, local 

planning authorities can claim from national government, 

£5,000 for each Neighbourhood Development Area assigned 

(with a view to undertaking either a NDP, ND Order or 

Community Right to Build). A further £25,000 is available to 

the local authority at the end of the independent examination 

stage (only if successful). Just before Christmas 2012, 

government ‘upped’ the number of claims that could be made by 

each local authority to up to 10 in 2012-13 and up to 20 in 2013-

14. For more information -

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-cash-backing-more-

communities-to-put-neighbourhood-plans-together 

 

Community Right To Bid - GRCC has developed a 

paper for the process of the Community Right to Bid. This can 

be found on our web-site - http://www.grcc.org.uk/localism-

and-community-rights/localism-and-community-rights or by 

emailing Elin Tattersall, elint@grcc.org.uk or 01452 528491 

 

mailto:bpond@grcc.org.uk
http://www.grcc.org.uk/village-hall-database/village-hall/standish-village-hall
http://www.grcc.org.uk/village-hall-database/village-hall/standish-village-hall
mailto:elint@grcc.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-cash-backing-more-communities-to-put-neighbourhood-plans-together
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-cash-backing-more-communities-to-put-neighbourhood-plans-together
http://www.grcc.org.uk/localism-and-community-rights/localism-and-community-rights
http://www.grcc.org.uk/localism-and-community-rights/localism-and-community-rights
mailto:elint@grcc.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
The Connect project offers free help to 
older people in rural Gloucestershire to 
get started, feel more confident online 
and learn computer basics on their own 
terms.  
It has a strong presence in the Stroud 
District, running weekly sessions with 
volunteers and learners at the Arkell 
Centre, Nailsworth. 21 learners pass ed 
through the door many of whom have 
gone on to attend an I.T course at the 
Arkell Centre run by the Stroud College.  
 
In the autumn of 2012 the Connect 
project also received funding to help 
focus on carers and getting them online. 
Since this additional funding the 
volunteers have been able to visit carers 
across the Stroud District and we have 
seen some extremely positive results. We 
continue to focus on carers in Stroud and 
are currently looking into new ways to 
set up group and home sessions. 
For more information contact Holly Mills 
at the GRCC 01452 528491 

 

Update on Affordable Housing in the Stroud district  
Uley  –  In January 2013 it is hoped that a contract to acquire land adjacent to the 
telephone exchange in Raglan Way Uley will be agreed so that it can be used to 
provide affordable housing.  A planning application for seven affordable homes for 
local people should follow shortly afterwards. GRCC’s Rural Housing Enabler, 
Martin Hutchings has worked with Uley Parish Council during the entire 
development process and the parish council will be presented with proposals, 
which residents will be able to view, before their submission for planning consent 
to Stroud District Council. Severn Vale Housing Society is acting as the developing 
agent on behalf of Gloucestershire Rural Housing Association who will become the 
housing association landlord for this affordable housing.   
Hillesley and Tresham - GRCC’s Rural Housing Enabler, Martin Hutchings, is 
assisting Hillesley and Tresham Parish Council to undertake a ‘housing needs 
survey’. Questionnaires will be delivered to everyone’s door during January 2013.  
This survey will provide information on the community’s housing needs and will 
help to inform how Hillesley and Tresham could develop in the future. All residents’ 
views are welcome.   
Anyone seeking affordable housing should apply to be added to Stroud District 
Council’s housing register known as Glos Home Seeker 01453 754078 
www.gloshomeseeker.co.uk   
If you have any queries about affordable rural housing or any of the above items 
please contact GRCC’s Rural Housing Enabler, Martin Hutchings on 01452 528491 
or martinh@grcc.org.uk 
 

 

Tackling traffic speed in your community 
Members of Moreton Valance Parish Council took inspiration 
from the Community Approaches to Reducing Traffic Speed 
toolkit (CARTS) produced by GRCC, to plan events to help 
address speeding through the village. The events formed part of 
their Road Safety Week between 19

th
 and 25

th
 November 2012. 

A competition was run and as resident Lynn Bushell explained 
“The police were monitoring the speed of traffic which showed a 
6% reduction after we put the scarecrows, stickered wheelie bins 
and handmade signs along the roadside. We even made it into 
the Times!” 
 

 
 
A copy of the CARTS toolkit can be downloaded here. For 
more information on community approaches to help 
reduce road traffic speeding contact Helen Richards at 
GRCC on 01452 528491 or helenr@grcc.org.uk  
 

 

 
 

The In Touch project continues to offer advice to older 

people’s groups across the Stroud district. In 2012 we offered 

guidance to members of the Arkell Centre on setting up a 

lunch club for older people in the Nailsworth area. The 

Arkell team has begun to run meetings and lunch sessions to 

gauge what local people would like. The In Touch project 

continues to offer advice where needed.  

 

GRCC will also be holding a free ‘Housing Options 

Information’ event for older people, their families and carers. 

The event will be looking at the pathway of housing options 

and providing attendees with a range of information from 

ways to save money at home, Telecare options, domiciliary 

care, sheltered and extra care sheltered housing options in the 

Stroud area as well as information on power of attorney.  
 

Harescombe 2013 calendar produced using 

Parish Plan action points! 
 

Harescombe Parish finished off their Parish Plan in a slightly 
different way, by producing a calendar for 2013. They had 
completed the questionnaire and analysis earlier in the year 

and had drawn up the action plan, but needed to pull it into 
a document, and asked GRCC for help with this.  
An idea was muted to create a calendar for 2013 with each 

month representing a key point from the parish plan. Each 
household received a copy in December, many at the village 
curry evening. Brian Stanley (Parish Council Chairman) said 

“The reaction was very good – Harescombe had not seen 
anything like this. Some good discussion developed regarding 
the actions and how the help could be provided.” This could 

mean next year’s calendar shows the actions achieved! 

 

Dealing with Developers  
 

On 10
th

 December 2012 the Accelerator Project held a workshop 
at Pitchcombe Village Hall. This event aimed to explore ways in 
which communities could engage effectively with developers to 
get the development wanted and needed by the community. 
One of the actions from the evening was to pursue the idea of 
developing a draft protocol for parishes to use. The GRCC was 
tasked with moving forward this action working with parishes of 
Stroud District. To find out more about this please contact 
elint@grcc.org.uk or ring 01452 528491. 

 

                        

GRCC’s In Touch Project enable’s older people 
to access health related and social activities in 
their communities 

http://www.gloshomeseeker.co.uk/
mailto:martinh@grcc.org.uk
http://www.grcc.org.uk/Accelerator/Speed%20toolkit%20VERSION%2010.pdf
mailto:helenr@grcc.org.uk
mailto:elint@grcc.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Funding - Awards For All news!  
 

Currently Awards for All does not fund on-going, regular or 

repeat activities. 

However projects throughout England now have the opportunity 

to apply for repeat and on-going activities under the Awards for 

All grant, in a pilot scheme running until the end of March 2013. 

In these challenging times BIG are increasingly aware of the 

pressures smaller groups face with rising costs and cuts to 

funding, and want to respond to this by looking at alternative 

ways of funding projects that support those most in need. 

Following a successful six month pilot in the West Midlands and 

Yorkshire and the Humber, they are now rolling this out across 

England. This pilot will open out the criteria to all projects where 

the applicant has an income of less than (or equal to) £30,000 

according to their latest accounts. 

The pilot will run until 31 March 2013.  Any applications received 

for repeat and ongoing activities over this time period, and 

meeting the criteria above, will be assessed in the normal way.  

Please be aware that application materials (Guide for 

applicants and Application form) will not be changed. 

For more information ring the advice line on 0845 4 10 20 30 or 

visit www.awardsforall.org.uk  
 
 

 

Stroud Town Council Grants 

Stroud Town Council have two grant 

programmes  
 

Small Grants Programme -  

Awards of between £50 and £500 - to 

support and encourage a diverse 
range of youth and community 

activities, initiatives and events that 

meet the needs of Stroud Parish 

residents (ie. NOT Stroud District as 
a whole) 

Community Support Grant Fund –  

Grants of between £500 and £3000 to 

help groups and organisations that 
work to strengthen Stroud’s 

community.  

 

Both grant programmes favour 

applications for support for activities 
that build the capacity of community 

groups to support themselves. The 

next deadline for applications is 

Monday 18th February for decision 
meeting on the 12th March 2013 

http://www.stroudtown.gov.uk/index.

php/grants 

If you have any queries about the 
grant fund or about how to make an 

application, please 

contact the Assistant Clerk at 

Sheral.gardner@stroudtown.gov.uk or 

phone 01453 762817. 
 

 
Stroud District Community Planning Grant Scheme – 2013/14 
 
Stroud District Council has announced that the Community Planning Grant Scheme will be extended to 2014. 
The grant scheme is to help parish and town councils in the Stroud District to produce a new Parish or Town 
Plan or review and refresh a Parish or Town Plan (including Market Town Health Check) or produce a Village 
Design Statement (VDS). Parish and Town clerks have been sent details of the grant scheme. 
Gloucestershire Rural Community Council (GRCC) will provide advisory support to help you scope your 
project and complete the application form. Please contact Elin Tattersall on 01452 528491 or 
elint@grcc.org.uk. 
 
Parish/Town Plans & Village Design Statements – Funding can only be used for any costs associated with 
undertaking a new or refreshed parish/ town plan or a VDS. Up to 50% of total project costs is available, with 
a maximum grant award of £500. In kind contributions, such as volunteer time, can form part of your 
contribution to the costs. You must be able to start and complete work between 1

st
 April 2013 and March 2014 

The closing date for applications is Friday 1st March 2013 
 
For an application form please contact Claire Snow, Stroud District Council, Ebley Mill, Stroud, Glos,GL5 
4UB. Email: claire.snow@stroud.gov.uk or 01453 754410 
 

Focus on Funding 

GRCC is offering help to communities to identify possible funding 

sources, to work up projects and to help groups to write 

applications to funders. The following pages contain current 

sources of funding available. 

 

Contact Barbara Pond at GRCC for further information please 

contact  bpond@grcc.org.uk 01452 528491.  

 

This is a free service to Stroud District communities, 

supported by Stroud District Council 
 

http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/
http://www.stroudtown.gov.uk/index.php/grants
http://www.stroudtown.gov.uk/index.php/grants
mailto:elint@grcc.org.uk
mailto:claire.snow@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:bpond@grcc.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cadbury Heritage celebrated in Frampton 
on Severn 

 
Years ago a Cadbury’s factory was based 

within the village of Frampton on Severn. The 
factory situated next to the canal (which still 

stands today), used the waterway to help 
transport their goods around the country.  
 

Frampton On Severn Community Centre was 
built for the Cadbury’s employees in 1936. 

They have over the past year, begun to use 
this local heritage to help promote the centre 
and formed part of their fundraising campaign 

to raise £58k for improvements, which 
included not only a grant from the Cadbury’s 

Trust but also support from their educational 
team now based in Birmingham.  

 
Grants were also gained from Gloucestershire 
Environmental Trust; The Summerfield Trust; 

Gloucestershire Community Foundation; John 
Buckley Charitable Trust & Stonehouse Rotary. 

Further money was donated by the Parish 
Council, The Perryway Players, Frampton Ball 

Committee, Frampton Fayre Committee and 
some individual donations varying from £1 - 
£1k!. The remainder of the money was made 

up with savings from the community 
association. The money was used to put in 

insulation and cavity wall insulation, damp 
proof course in the roof, install new windows 
and doors, both internal and external as well 

as updating the toilets and decoration. The 
refurbishment was launched with an open day 

to show the improvements to the wider 
community and the start of Local Produce 

Markets on every 3rd Friday of each month 
3pm onwards. 
 

The close links with Cadburys have resulted in 
other outcomes, including a visit to ‘Cadbury 

World’ and most recently an invitation to 
collect parts of the spare Cadbury World 

fixtures and fittings, following a recent 
refurbishment. Frampton Community 
Association linked up with Whitminster Village 

Hall to make the trip up to Birmingham to take 
advantage of the fixtures and fittings which 

Cadburys World no longer needed.  
 

http://www.framptoncommunitycentre.org.uk/ 
 

  

 
 

The GRCC would like to bring the 
following to the Attention of all Village 
and Community Halls in the Stroud 
District! 

 
Severn Wye Energy Agency is pleased to 
announce that it has received further 
funding from Stroud District Council to 
carry out additional village and community 
hall energy audits in the district, under the 

Target 2050 initiative. 
 
Since 2007, Severn Wye has already 
worked with over 30 halls in the Stroud 
area and many more elsewhere in 
Gloucestershire and halls have gained real 
benefits through lower energy bills, 

improved comfort and increased utilisation 
of halls. They are now offering you the 
chance to receive this service. 
 
Under this year’s scheme, the Severn Wye 
Energy Agency are able to offer fully-
funded independent advice on 

approaches to energy saving, as well as on 
the suitability of small-scale renewable 
technologies such as solar PV, biomass 
and heat pumps.  
 
If you choose to participate your hall will 
receive an onsite energy audit with a full 
written report, outlining the recommended 

actions. 
 
Places on the support scheme are limited, 
so they may not be able to reach everyone 
who requests help. 
 
If you are interested and would like to 
benefit, please contact Alastair Stevens at 
Severn Wye Energy Agency by telephoning 
01452 835067 or e-mail 

alastair@swea.co.uk to sign up to the 
scheme. 
 


