Woodchester Parish Council

Clerk: Duschanka Sutherland
 Tulip Cottage, Windsoredge, Nailsworth, GL6 0NP
Telephone: 01453 833313
E-mail: clerk@woodchesterparish.org.uk
Website: www.woodchesterparish.org.uk
Minutes of the meeting of Woodchester Parish Council held on September 2nd 2010 in the Village Hall, North Woodchester at 7pm
Present: Cllrs Wigzell, Hamilton, Bastin, Swait and Syrett

In attendance: The Clerk and one member of the public

1. To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted on behalf of Cllrs Brown & Lead

2. To receive declarations of interest in items on the Agenda and to sign declarations of interest

There were none.

3. To receive questions from members of the public and those attending in an official capacity

Cllr Wigzell raised the question of whether there could be an agenda item “matters arising from last minutes”. The clerk to check best practice.

4. To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting July 1st 2010

Subject to several minor amendments, these were approved.

5. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

The clerk presented the report.

· Regarding the Japanese Knotweed opposite the Royal Oak Cllr Hamilton has contacted the agent in charge of the sale. Nothing has been done yet and the weed has doubled in size. Cllr Hamilton to re-contact the agent with a view to getting the name of the new owner. Once a name has been obtained the clerk to write a letter to the new owner.

· Simon Peirce has offered to supply pictures of benches that may be suitable for bus shelters, he is about to start work on.

· The Parish Council approved the purchase of Online Parish Mapping.

· The Parish Council having previously agreed the purchase of two dog bins decided on red ones and agreed to additional expenditure of £40.61 plus VAT for 1 post.  There is a suitable post in situ for the second bin.
· Cllr Swait has received a letter from Highways in response to his letter regarding winter weather acknowledging receipt and advising they are investigating.

· The Parish Council confirmed meetings in 2011 would be held on the first Thursday of alternate months with one extra in June.

· The clerk will write to the Citizens Advice Bureau in Stroud to advise that the council is unable to assist with funding this year.

· Cllr Wigzell will contact Margaret Lister to ask her to put together a letter that could be forwarded to parties who may be interested in supporting the museum’s purchase of the library associated with the history of the Roman Pavement, although Alec Lawless’s original email advising of its sale has already been forwarded to this group with no interest shown.

· The Parish Council approved Ian Smith’s quotation for erecting the notice boards and instructed the clerk to instruct Ian to proceed but to ensure the notice board at Rooksmoor is retained to put up in Paul’s Rise. Cllr Swait confirmed he would store the board if necessary. The clerk to ask Ian Smith to quote to put the Rooksmoor board up in Paul’s Rise.
· The clerk to put a sign up in Paul’s Rise asking residents where exactly they would like the board sited.

· Cllr Syrett confirmed he has raised the Water Lane query excessive signage with Chris Riley at Highways.

· In response to the letter received from the agent responsible for the land at The Old Priory, Cllr Syrett confirmed gravel has been laid on the path leading down to the cycle tack.

· Cllr Wigzell confirmed she had been sent a copy of the Stroud Valleys Cycle Campaign questionnaire and apologised for not doing anything with it. The clerk to write to the resident who had questioned the Parish Council’s support confirming that yes, they did support it in principle and having now seen it do not feel there are any issues with it as an independent survey.

· Cllr Hamilton confirmed that the problem of obstruction outside the post office does appear to have improved.

6. To note the latest financial statements 

These were noted.

7. To approve expenditure and approve cheques as per annex
These were noted and approved.

8. To note planning applications, decisions and appeals from SDC 
These were noted and it was pointed out that the application S.10.1472/TCA to fell a Conifer at Cornerways, High Street had already been approved.

9. To note correspondence received
This was noted. Cllr Wigzell advised it would be good for the Personnel Committee to review the ‘Being a good employer’ guide.

10. To approve the council’s risk management matrix

This was approved. The clerk will purchase a lockable metal box for the Chairman in which to keep back up memory sticks .

11. To discuss the forthcoming 90th anniversary of the dedication of the War Memorial

Cllr Wigzell confirmed Stephen Bowen, Father Bill and Pastor Liam Eagleston will be attending on behalf of the Church of England, the Catholic church and the Baptist Church respectively. She has also been given the contact details for the Methodist Circuit Superintendent in Stroud. Andrew Pemberton has confirmed a small group from the Nailsworth Band will perform at a cost of £75. Closing the roads will cost £40 and six weeks’ notice is required. The clerk will action. The clerk also to write to residents who use the Woodchester House entrance to advise them of the closure from approximately 10.30 to 12noon on Thursday 11th November.  The clerk will find out who is responsible for putting up signs on the day. Cllr Wigzell will organise a meeting to finalise arrangements. The clerk has received recommendations from the War Memorials Trust. The clerk is meeting with a stone carver as recommended by the Trust and will report back to the Parish Council.
12. To discuss the Roman Pavement

Cllr Syrett said he has not made any progress with the his enquiries about reopening the original pavement due to the August holidays. Cllr Wigzell has received 3 emails in response to the article published in the Woodchester Word. The Parish Council unanimously agreed that Cllr Wigzell should respond reiterating that discussions are at an early stage and to quote the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on July 1st when it was agreed only that “the Parish Council would consider setting up a feasibility group if the response was favourable”.

13. To receive an update on Standing Orders

Cllr Wigzell attended a Standing Orders training course in July and circulated councillors with several items of general interest.  She will now update the Standing Orders by the next Parish Council meeting on Thursday 4th November. The clerk to look at agendas used by other councils and to review the Parish Council’s agendas with the Chairman.
14. To discuss the repairs required at Woodchester Playgroup

15. The clerk as secretary of the Woodchester Playgroup advised that the building currently housing the Playgroup is a terrapin, around 35 years old and in dire need of maintenance work. It needs insulating, new windows and a new roof. It may in fact make financial sense to replace the building altogether.  It would cost approximately £25,000 to repair and £55,000 to replace. The support of the Parish Council would be crucial in helping to secure grants as well any advice or practical help councillors may be able to offer. The Parish Council confirmed their view that the Playgroup is a useful village amenity and that they would offer whatever support they are able to.  Paul Syrett offered to enquire at the Endowed School where the terrapins they had went and also to ask someone he knows who sources buildings.
16. To discuss a Housing Needs Survey

This was discussed and it was agreed that the recently undertaken VDS survey along with the information supplied by Stroud District Council’s Housing Department did not warrant a further survey at this time. The clerk will write to Martin Hutchings to advise.
17. To receive an update on the Clerk’s CiLCA training
The clerk advised that she will shortly embark on the CiLCA training which will entail an additional 2 hours paid work used for study. She will have 2 years to finish the course but hopes to do so within a year.

18. To receive an update on events
This will be held on Saturday 11th September. Entry forms are available from The Ram, North Woodchester Post Office and both schools.
19. To receive comments from members of the public on items discussed at this meeting

The member of the public who attended recommended ensuring the Parish Council’s back up policy included emails and advised that F7 could be used to check spelling.

The meeting closed at 8.56pm
Chair...........................................................................
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