Woodchester Parish Council

Clerk: Duschanka Sutherland
Tulip Cottage, Windsoredge Lane, Nailsworth, Glos GL6 0NP

Telephone: 01453 833313

E-mail: clerk@woodchesterparish.org.uk
Minutes of the meeting of Woodchester Parish Council held on March 4th 2010 in the Village Hall, North Woodchester at 6.30pm
Present: Cllrs Wigzell, Hamilton, Lead, Swait & Hamilton
In attendance: Duschanka Sutherland (Clerk to the Council) and three members of the public
	1
	Apologies

Cllrs Syrett, Bastin and Brown gave apologies



	2
	To receive declarations of interest in items on the Agenda 

Cllr Swait declared a declaration of interest for item 12. He is the treasurer, secretary and a trustee of SWALT.



	3
	To receive questions from members of the public and those attending in an official capacity

It was agreed to move this item to follow the discussion on the Woodchester Roman Mosaic. 



	4
	To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting January 4th 2010

The minutes were approved.



	5
	To discuss the Woodchester Roman Mosaic
Simon Haine, a local resident and land agent, presented a summary of possible options for keeping the mosaic in the local area. The mosaic is due to be sold at auction on June 24th.  He has been trying to raise money privately but it is proving to be a difficult economic climate to do so in. The mosaic was valued at £1 million but it is probable that the current owner, Alec Lawless, would sell it for considerably less. A further £150,000 minimum would be required to build a suitable structure to house it in. Possible sites include Thistledown on the Nympsfield/Woodchester border. Woodchester Mansion has confirmed that they are not interested. Woodchester Park, owned by the National Trust may also be an option. There is not much time left before the auction and that appears to be one of the biggest challenges. The Parish Council has limited resources but is willing to help and support where it is able to and would put forward a trustee if required. Simon Haine and two members of the public agreed to continue the discussion outside of the meeting.


	3 cont.d
	To receive questions from members of the public and those attending in an official capacity

There were no questions although support for trying to secure a new home locally for the mosaic was voiced.



	6
	To receive the Clerk’s Report 
The clerk presented the report. 

· Cllr Wigzell will provide a blueprint for organising the litter pick due to be held on Sunday 11th April. Cllrs Hamilton, Lead and Swait all confirmed they will be around on that date.

· The clerk will obtain written clarification from Highways regarding the situation with the County’s insurance cover and residents undertaking snow clearance.
· Following an incident in the recent snow when an elderly gentleman fell and broke his hip on the cycle path and the ambulance experienced difficulties stretchering him back to the ambulance because keys could not be located, the Parish Council confirmed they are not responsible for holding keys. The clerk will liaise with Highways and the emergency services to ensure the correct contact information is held. The clerk will also find out if notices positioned along the cycle track are a possible solution. Cllr Hamilton will look at whether it is appropriate to include contact details in the Emergency Plan.

· Regarding the underpass at Frogmarsh the clerk will contact Highways to obtain an indicative costing.

· Cllr Swait confirmed that the Talking Transport workshop which was due to be held on 13th January was cancelled due to snow.
· Cllrs Swait and Hamilton have both experienced some minor problems in completing the VDS survey online. John Fairley who was present agreed to investigate.

· Cllr Swait agreed to arrange a suitable time with the clerk to check the council finances and produce an audit trail.

· The Parish Council will set up an employment committee to manage the clerk at the Annual General Meeting. Once this has been set up they will review the salary banding of the clerk. In the meantime, the Parish Council approved the clerk’s wage increase to the agreed minimum of £8.34 backdated to the start of the clerk’s employment.
· It was agreed to put a request in the Woodchester Word for anyone who has difficulty getting to the shop and Post Office in North Woodchester to contact the clerk, to see if there is any need for a local transport initiative. 
· The clerk knows someone who may be interested in helping to organise Open Gardens this summer. The clerk will get the person concerned to contact Cllr Wigzell directly.



	7
	To note the latest financial statements 
These were noted.



	8
	To approve expenditure and approve cheques as per annex
These were noted and approved.


	9
	To note planning applications, decisions and appeals from SDC 
These were noted.



	10
	To note correspondence received 
Correspondence received was noted.


	11
	To approve the appointment of Trustees of St Loe’s Trust
George Bastin was approved as the Chairman of the St Loe’s Trust and Barbara Hall was approved as a trustee. The clerk will speak to Iain Dunbar about including something in the Woodchester Word to promote the work of the Trust and possible funds available to pupils attending the maintained primary schools in Woodchester and Amberley who seek further education in the form of beneficiary grants.



	12
	To discuss SWALT’s playground proposal
It was agreed to discuss this at the end of the meeting to enable Cllr Swait to withdraw once the Parish Council’s other business had been attended to.



	13
	To receive an update report on the Village Design Statement
Cllr Lead confirmed that the survey has now been sent out and is live on the website. Online responses are preferred but there will be a collection by hand to all houses on 28th March. There will also be 2 open days at the Endowed School and a Parent & Child session at St Dominic’s on 16th March. 



	14
	To agree the format for the 2010 Annual Parish Meeting
It was agreed to hold the Annual Parish Meeting on Saturday 22nd May with written submissions beforehand. The clerk will confirm that meetings can be held on a Saturday. Refreshments will be provided by the WI or VDS.



	15
	To review and approve any changes to the Parish Emergency Plan
Cllr Hamilton advised this needs to be approved every year. GCC have produced a plan which Cllr Hamilton has used to make a number of minor changes. The clerk will update the plan and Cllr Hamilton will then circulate for approval. The clerk will also forward to councillors an example questionnaire which could be sent to residents to help identify vulnerable members of the community. 



	16
	To note the appointment of Moore Stephens as external auditor

The appointment was noted.


	17
	To appoint an internal auditor
The Parish Council agreed to appoint Ian Selkirk as council’s internal auditor for 2010 but the clerk will contact him to find out if he can perform his audit earlier.



	18
	To receive an update report from the snow warden including grit bins
Cllr Swait provided an update report. He has put together a list of grit bins and their required locations which he will liaise with the clerk to forward to Highways for action. It was suggested that supplying small containers, such as tins, would help to regulate the supply. 



	19
	To discuss notice boards
The Parish Council agreed to order a double notice board for Rooksmoor. Cllr Lead will instruct Woodchester Workshop.



	20
	To receive an update on Events

Sponsors have been secured (Wyvale Garden Centre and The Little People Company) for the Produce Show and Inishfree will provide cream teas.



	12
	To discuss SWALT’s playground proposal
Cllr Swait left the room.

Councillors agreed to suspend standing orders at 8.35pm (the meeting having started at 6.35pm)
A playground has been identified in the Parish Plan as the most wanted feature for the village. It was acknowledged that the precept would probably need to be increased if SWALT’s proposed playground was to be adopted by the Parish Council. Concerns were raised over insurance issues and who would do the weekly checks and the quality of the weekly checks. It was agreed that the clerk would provide a copy of her paper to Kim Woodford and confirm that whilst the Parish Council are supportive there are concerns that would need to be investigated further. A representative of the Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association will be invited to a future meeting to give additional information.



	21
	To receive comments from members of the public on items discussed at this meeting

John Fairley asked if residents of Berrymore Road could clear the road in the event of snow. The Parish Council confirmed they could.




The meeting closed at 8.55pm

Chair .....................................................................................

Date ......................................................................................

