Woodchester Parish Council

Clerk: Duschanka Sutherland
Tulip Cottage, Windsoredge Lane, Nailsworth, Glos GL6 0NP

01453 833313

E-mail: council@woodchestervillage.co.uk

Minutes of the meeting of Woodchester Parish Council held on November 12th  2009 in the Village Hall, North Woodchester at 7.30pm
Present: Cllrs Wigzell, Hamilton, Syrett, Brown, Lead, Bastin and Swait
In attendance: Duschanka Sutherland (Clerk to the Council) and one member of the public
	1
	Apologies

There were no apologies.



	2
	To receive declarations of interest in items on the Agenda 

There were no declarations of interest.



	3
	To receive questions from members of the public and those attending in an official capacity

There were no questions.



	4
	To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting November 12th 2009

The minutes were approved.


	5
	To receive the Clerk’s Report 

The clerk presented the report. 
· Cllr Hamilton has volunteered to coordinate a response to the Core Strategy consultation.

· Cllr Swait will attend the Get Talking Transport workshop in January

· Cllr Lead expressed an interest in the Low and Zero Carbon Buildings Initiative due to be held in Bristol on February

· The clerk to liaise with the clerk at Rodborough and get an update on Bear Hill to ensure the problem of surface water has been adequately addressed by Highways.
· Cllr Syrett has written to Highways and Stroud District Council regarding the street furniture on Water Lane and will provide a copy of this letter to the clerk and update the Council when he receives a response.

· Cllr Lead will speak to Iain Dunbar about including an article confirming parish procedures regarding planning applications in the Woodchester Word. The clerk will also include something on the website.

· Cllr Wigzell will circulate the article on the Parish Council which is due to appear in the next edition of the Woodchester Word to all councillors.

· As the Village Hall may be required because of a General Election on Thursday 6th May it was agreed to hold the Parish Council meeting at Woodchester Endowed. The Clerk will book this.

· The date and format for the Annual Parish Meeting will be agreed at the next Parish Council meeting in March.

· The clerk will put an update on the digital switchover on the Website and ensure that the Woodchester Word will cover in the next edition.
· The clerk has prepared a report on adopting the adventure playground following SWALT’s presentation at the last meeting in November 2009. This will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting in March.

 

	6
	To note the latest financial statements 

These were noted.



	7
	To approve expenditure and approve cheques as per annex

A cheque was noted and approved.



	8
	To note planning applications, decisions and notifications of appeals from SDC 

These were noted. Cllr Lead confirmed that the Parish Council would be notified of any applications to divert public rights of way. 


	9
	To note correspondence received
The correspondence was noted.


	10
	To receive an update on the website

Cllr Wigzell confirmed that the new website was up and running but will remain hidden until its relaunch. The banner will read Woodchester Parish. It was agreed to purchase an org.uk domain and change to woodchesterparish.org.uk. The clerk will liaise with John Fairley to action. Whilst the notice board is not yet ready as John Fairley has been concentrating on the Village Design Statement questionnaires, it was pointed out that adding posts will go some way to achieve the same end.


	11
	To receive an update report on the Village Design Statement

Cllr Lead confirmed that the questionnaire is in the process of being rewritten and once done it will be forwarded to Conrad Moore at Stroud District Council for comment/approval. Whilst online responses are favoured as they will be cheaper and easier to collect and interpret, paper copies will be sent out to all households in the next edition of the Woodchester Word. Completed paper questionnaires can be returned either at local pubs or at the post office. Events will be held at the schools in an additional effort to engage residents. 



	12
	To discuss the Annual Village Maintenance Contract

Cllr Syrett confirmed that the clerk and he would be arranging a meeting with Ian Smith. Cllr Syrett has been working on a terms of reference document which once completed will detail who is responsible for what. He will also prepare a tick list to ensure agreed work is completed. These documents will be given to councillors in February so that they can be agreed at the next Parish Council meeting in March. Cllr Brown advised that there has been an offer from a local resident to maintain the war memorial. This will be discussed further as part of reviewing the maintenance contract at the next meeting. Cllr Swait drew attention to the state of the footpath between North and South Woodchester and Cllr Brown agreed to mention this to Richard Haynes.


	13
	To approve the precept for 2010/2011

The Finance Committee are recommending a precept of £11,000. Whilst this is the same as 2009/2010 a reduction in the number of qualifying households in Woodchester means there will be a slight increase of 1.5% in the level households pay. Spending is budgeted at £13,320 so there will be a £2,320 reduction in reserves. It was noted that reserves have increased over recent years as a result of not having always having a clerk and allocated spending not being used. The revised reserve level of £21,000 is twice the precept level which is in line with recommended level. The Council approved the Finance Committee’s recommendation.


	14
	To receive an update on the Publication Scheme

The clerk will circulate details of the model Publication Scheme. Councillors will give consideration to whether fees should be charged for providing copies of council documents. Some policies may need to be adopted which will be considered further at the next Parish Council meeting in March, along with a decision taken on whether or not to charge fees.


	15
	To discuss events

Carol Service
Poor weather affected turnout which was less than in previous years. Cllr Brown was thanked for organising the event which was which was funded by the Events Committee. Peter Brown donated 2 Christmas trees, the clerk will write to thank.

Produce Show 2010

The first committee meeting is due to be held on Tuesday 12th January 2010.

Meet the Council Event

It was agreed to not to hold this event.


	16
	To discuss the Woodchester Mosaic replica

Cllr Syrett advised the mosaic is for sale, according to the BBC website the sale price is £1million.This will be held at Prinknash Abbey until July 2010 but it will no longer be on display to the public after January 10th 2010. The council agreed that if possible it would be preferable to keep the replica in Woodchester although the possibility of relocating it to the Corinium museum in Cirencester met with approval. Cllr Bastin will explore this possibility and the clerk will speak to the Woodchester Mansion Trust and the National Trust about housing it in the Chapel or the park.



	17
	To discuss grit bins

Cllr Swait confirmed that the parish’s grit bins had been refilled before the recent snow and confirmed that it was unlikely much action would be taken in terms of topping up supplies in the immediate future as Highway’s immediate priority is to keep A roads open. Cllr Swait asked everyone to email him details of sites and dates where grit bins have disappeared and also where they might be needed. He will then present this to Stroud District Council and report back. 


	18
	To discuss notice boards

2 new double notice boards have been budgeted for in the precept.

The council agreed as follows:

· To purchase a double board for South Woodchester

· To re-site the existing notice board in South Woodchester to Convent Lane

· To purchase a double board for Rooksmoor

· To re-site the notice board in Rooksmoor

· To re-site the existing board in Rooksmoor to Paul’s Rise

· To re-site the existing board in North Woodchester to outside the Post Office
· The clerk to ask Ian Smith, the maintenance contractor, for a quote to do this work
· Cllr Lead to get a quote for a single (6 A4) notice board 

· The clerk to get planning permission where required

At the next Parish Council meeting the council will consider additional necessary expenditure and proceed.



	19
	To receive comments from members of the public on items discussed at this meeting

John Fairley who has been an integral part of the Village Design Statement team wanted to clarify that online questionnaire responses were being encouraged because they would be less labour intensive in terms of collation and interpretation.



Meeting closed at 8.25pm
Chair .....................................................................................

Date ......................................................................................


