
     
ThE NEWS  

                       
 

 

ECONOMY:  Business Event; Canal Latest; Tourism News 
 

AFFORDABLE AND SOCIAL HOUSING: Queens Court 
 

ENVIRONMENT:  
 

RESOURCES:  Gossington Depot; Loos Win Award; Museum News; Neighbourhood Warden News; 

Stroud Credit Union; Youth Council News 
 

HEALTH AND WELL BEING:   

 
CORPORATE AFFAIRS: Election Staffing Reminder 
 
WHAT’S ON:  Museum in the Park Events; Sub Rooms Events 
 
 
WELCOME 
Robert Gorton  Site Officer       4th January 
Sandy Lorimer Audit & Assurance Officer    14th December 
 
FAREWELL 
Anita Dean  Revenue Manager      3rd January 
Chris Keppie  Performance and Improvement Officer   3rd January 
Katie Watts  Apprentice       16th December 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
To Hannah Clarke on passing the final part of her Association of Accounting Technicians examinations. 
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ECONOMY: Help local people and businesses recover from the recession, grow the 

local economy and increase employment 
 
CANAL PROJECT LATEST 

 

Lodgemore Bridge: The new bridge (left) is now in place, but is 
not yet operational. This is because adjustments have to be made 
and the approaches tarmaced and made good. We are hopeful 
that it can be brought into use this week, allowing the temporary 
roadway from Chestnut Lane, which is becoming unusable due to 
the wet weather, to be removed.  
 
Wallbridge Lower Lock: Off side coping stones have been 
removed from the ground paddle area and repair work begun. We 
are about to place an order for the acquisition of props to support 

the failed offside wall at the bottom end of the lock. This will permit the failure to be safely examined 
and hopefully a solution to be developed. A local contractor has been found who is willing to work with 
us on this, at least in the early stages – including installation of the props.  
 
Cheapside: We are hopeful of placing a contract this month for dredging of the channel between 
Wallbridge Upper Lock and Capel’s Mill. This remains dependent on the contractor confirming price and 
the in-principle agreement with the landowner (for access) being finalised. Volunteers have already 
removed most of the vegetation which would hinder access. Final tree removal should be undertaken 
by Waterway Recovery Group volunteers later this month. The contract, which needs to include 
stabilisation of the slipped sections, needs to be completed by the end of March. 
 
Bowbridge Bridge: The scheme to restore the Thames & Severn Canal at the foot of Butterow Hill is 
underway. This will involve removing the earth embankment that was used to fill the derelict canal in the 
1960s in order to widen the narrow bridge and replacing it with a new concrete box culvert. While the 
works are undertaken, access to local businesses and residences will be maintained. Butterow Hill will 
also remain open, with traffic controlled by signals. Completion of the scheme will be in June.  
 
Preliminary works commenced on site 2nd December with the installation of traffic management, site 
welfare facilities, fencing of the works area and the setting up of the temporary towpath diversion. The 
existing topsoil and subsoil from the verges has been excavated along with existing road surfacing, and 
removed from site. Operations this month will include:- 

 setting up of traffic signals 

 diversion and protection of existing services 

 creating a dam within the canal either side of the works area  

 continued excavation of the existing embankment down to canal bed level 

 
Bowbridge Lock: As planned the towpath opened in time for Christmas. Rebuilding of the sloping wall 
on the towpath side from the bottom gate to the bridge should be completed this month – weather 
permitting - with the help of a visiting Waterway Recovery Group working party. Meanwhile, scaffolding 
against the failed wall on the offside between the bottom gate and the bridge will be installed once the 
lock is pumped out for Bowbridge Bridge reconstruction; this will hopefully take place this month.  All 3 
lock quadrants are complete. Half of the lockside has been seeded with grass on the towpath side, with 
the remaining area being kept as a working area. 
 
Phase 1B: The decision on the Cotswold Canals Trust’s bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for 
£15m towards the £20m cost of restoring the Stroudwater Navigation between Stonehouse Ocean and 
Saul Junction will be made on 19th April. An HLF visit can be expected next month. 

We now have 1998 users following the latest canal news on  @cotswoldcanals 
 
Contact: Dave Marshall, Canal Project Manager (754646) (back to index) 
  

mailto:david.marshall@stroud.gov.uk
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TOURISM NEWS 
 
NEW Cotswolds Visitor Guide  
The new 2016 Cotswolds Visitor Guide is now on sale from Stroud TIC. It will 
also be stocked free of charge at Visitor Information Centres throughout the 
country (outside of Gloucestershire), including a special display at the City of 
London TIC. The guide will promote the Cotswolds (including the Stroud 
District) to visitors all over the world. You can view it online here. 
 
NEW Cotswolds.com  
The all-new www.cotswolds.com website will now be launched later this month. 
We’ve had a sneak preview and it’s looking good! It has enhanced functionality 
and a much more contemporary design. This will give even more prominence 
to the towns and villages, festivals, events, accommodation and attractions in 
the Stroud District to a global audience.  

 
January Blues 
Got that January feeling? Sign up for a new course or treat yourself to a visit to the theatre. There’s lots 
of exciting events happening in the district. Visit www.visitthecotswolds.org.uk/events to find out what’s 
on. Or follow us at www.twitter.com/DiscoverStroud - over 2800 followers. 
 
Contacts: Sara Chardin and Shirley Wood, Regeneration Officers (Tourism) (754307) (back to index) 
 
 
‘SETTING UP, GROWING & DOING BUSINESS' EVENT  
We are very pleased that over 50 local business people from start-ups, to big companies have already 
booked to attend Stroud District Council’s ‘Setting Up, Growing & Doing Business’ event on Tuesday 
26th January 5pm - 7.30pm, Council Offices, Ebley Mill. 
 
There will be the opportunity to participate in question and answer sessions covering a variety of 
business-related topics, including procurement, funding, planning, marketing, crime prevention, food 
safety, health & safety, business rates, energy efficiency and health & wellbeing in the workplace.   
 
Partners joining us include experts from Trading Standards, the Federation of Small Businesses, the 
Growth Hub, SevernWye Energy Agency and the Police. Businesses will also be able to network and 
talk with representatives from umbrella organisations providing further advice and promotion of their 
services. And a plenary session will offer businesses the opportunity to inform us of their local business 
needs and concerns and help businesses further understand the business of the Council.  
 
Numbers are limited so if you know of a business who would like to attend please get them to register 
their interest as soon as possible by emailing business.consultation@stroud.gov.uk  providing full name 
and contact details. Further details will then follow. 
 
Contact: Petula Davis, Policy Officer (754289) (back to index) 
 
 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Provide affordable, decent and social 

housing 
 

QUEENS COURT, BRIMSCOMBE  
At its meeting on 22nd December, the Housing Committee resolved to dispose of Queens Court, a block 
of 24 flats and maisonettes in poor condition that represents a major ongoing repairs liability to the 
council.  Chris Eadie, Tenant Liaison Manager will manage the decanting process and Asset 
Management will sell the property when it’s empty. 

Contact: Jill Fallows, Property Manager (754433) (back to index)  
 

http://content.yudu.com/Library/A3y8lj/CotswoldVisitorGuide/resources/index.htm?referrerUrl=http%3A%2F%2Ffree.yudu.com%2Fitem%2Fdetails%2F3665886%2FCotswold-Visitor-Guide-2016
http://www.cotswolds.com/
mailto:sara.chardin@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:shirley.wood@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:business.consultation@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:petula.davis@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:jill.fallows@stroud.gov.uk
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ENVIRONMENT: Help the community minimise its carbon footprint, adapt to 

climate change, recycle more and send as little waste to landfill as possible  

 
 

RESOURCES: Provide value for money to our taxpayers and high quality  

services to our customers 
 
 
GOSSINGTON DEPOT, SLIMBRIDGE  
The council acquired the site of the disused Gossington Truck Stop last year for a new depot to be 
operated by UBICO who will be taking over as the council’s contractor for waste and recycling 
collections.  I am pleased to report that planning permission for the new depot has now been granted.  
The design and build contract is currently out to tender and work is expected to begin on site in March.  
 
Contact: Jill Fallows, Property Manager (754433) (back to index)  
 
 
FLUSHED WITH SUCCESS 
Stroud District Council is feeling flushed with success following the announcement of this year’s “Loo of 
the Year” awards. As well as winning seven Gold awards and two prestigious Platinum awards, the 
Council also won the “Best Bus and Coach Station Toilet” award for the Nailsworth facilities. 
 
Every “Loo of the Year” entry received an unannounced visit from an authorised Loo of the Year 
inspector, who assessed the facilities against a range of judging criteria including signage, decor, 
fixtures and fittings and overall standard of cleanliness.   
 
Over 1000 toilets were entered for the awards with any toilet receiving a Gold or Platinum grade being 
shortlisted for a National prize.  Overall Stroud District Council finished 11th in the Local Authority 
Public Toilet “Premier League”, seven places above local rival Cotswold District Council. 
 
Gold grades were awarded to public toilets in Nailsworth, Painswick, Stonehouse, Berkeley, Bedford 
Street in Stroud and May Lane in Dursley.  Minchinhampton and Stratford Park toilets were awarded 
Platinum grades.  Stroud District Council’s toilets are maintained by Veolia, the Council’s Multi Service 
Contractor. 
 
Contact: Hatty Davis, Apprentice – Public Spaces (754397) (back to index) 
 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN NEWS 
Neighbourhood Wardens (NHWs) were contacted by Chalford Parish Council three days before 
Christmas, after burglaries in the area, to see if anything could be done to support residents. With the 
help of local Neighbourhood Watch Schemes, residents were offered free home security surveys. 
Although taking about an hour each, NHWs were able to carry out 15 such surveys in 2 days.  
 
Residents were also provided with free ultra violet pens to post code their property; ‘Good Home/Bad 
Home’ crime prevention leaflets and where applicable, free door chains. NHW’s arranged the fitting of 
the door chains when needed. Directed patrols have also been carried out in the burglary hotspot areas 
by NHW’s. 
 
Several elderly and vulnerable residents were able to enjoy a peaceful and crime free Christmas, 
having been reassured by the swift action taken. If you, or anyone you know, would like a free home 
security survey, please contact the Neighbourhood Wardens. 
 
Contact: Dominic Whitmarsh-Everiss, Senior Neighbourhood Warden (754514) (back to index) 
 
 

mailto:jill.fallows@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:harriet.davis@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:dominic.everiss@stroud.gov.uk
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STROUD CREDIT UNION NEWS 
Stroud’s ‘Save n Borrow’ Credit Union is opening a new collection site in Wotton-under-Edge on 28th 
January, in the Ark Cafe (45 Long St, GL12 7BX). 
 
The Credit Union is supported by SDC, and offers savings accounts and low-cost loans to anyone living 
or working in the Stroud District or Tetbury areas. If you or your service users are interested, more 
information can be found on its website here. 
 
Contact: Darren Skinner, Business Projects Manager (754399) (back to index) 
 
 
MUSEUM NEWS 
 
Funding for LED lighting 
Happy New Year!  The Museum in the Park is one of eight museums in the south-west that has been 
successful is receiving a grant from Arts Council England under their Small Scale Capital Grant 
Programme.  The emphasis on this particular programme is to enable museums to borrow works from 
either national or major partner museums. The £12,500 grant will enable the Museum to replace all 
showcase lighting with low energy LED lights and complete the third and final phase of a long running 
lighting project (the first two phases being office lighting and the replacement of all spotlights). This will 
not only improve the information we have about our lighting (a requirement of borrowing works) but will 
also improve the longer term care of collections by reducing lux and UV whilst providing a consistent 
and better quality lighting for objects, which will ultimately improve the visitors experience.  The work is 
due to take place during the new financial year. 
 
Walled Garden Project 
The Entranceway construction continues.  A plan for laying the top-soil once construction is completed 
is being put in place.  The current challenge is to raise funding for the planting scheme, for practical 
reasons this is planned to take place after construction works are completed.  This is also subject to the 
weather of course!  Being a garden that will be open all year round, and which is designed to support 
the learning mission of the Museum the planting has had a great deal of thought put into it.  It is the final 
element to be completed before the Garden is fully opened.  
 
Contact: Kevin Ward, Museum Development Manager (763394) (back to index) 
 
 
 

HEALTH & WELLBEING: Promote the health and well being of our 

communities and work with others to deliver the public health agenda 
 
 
 

CORPORATE AFFAIRS 

 
ELECTIONS STAFFING REMINDER... 
A very big thank you to all those who took the time and completed the staffing survey for the elections 
on 5th May 2016.  We are still looking for count staff on Friday 6th May, if you have not completed the 
survey yet, it is still online and not too late to put your name forward, just click the link below: 
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Elections2016/ 
 
Don’t forget, if you are working at a Polling Station this year, you can also be included in the count on 
the Friday, subject to your Line Manager’s permission. 
 
Contact: Shelley Coles, Elections Officer (754572) (back to index) 
 
 

http://svcu.org.uk/
mailto:darren.skinner@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:kevin.ward@stroud.gov.uk
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Elections2016/
mailto:shelley.coles@stroud.gov.uk
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WHAT’S ON 
 
 
MUSEUM EVENTS & EXHIBITIONS 

 

Until Thursday 14 January Exhibition in Gallery 1: Camphill Foundation: ‘WORLD WIDE WEAVE’ 
‘World Wide Weave’ is an exhibition of 75 pieces of multi-media textile art by adults, children and young 
people with learning disabilities living in communities in 19 countries, from California and Vancouver to 
India and Vietnam, from Scandinavia and Russia to South Africa, marking 75 years of the Camphill 
Movement.  The exhibition celebrates unity in diversity and the essential spark of creativity which is 
common to all humanity, transcending differences of age, ability, language, culture, religion and politics. 
This colourful and uplifting exhibition toured the UK and Ireland in 2015 and after showing here will visit 
Switzerland, Canada, USA, Norway, Finland and South Africa in 2016. www.camphillfoundation.net 
 
Until Sunday 31 January Exhibition in Gallery Two: ‘ANIMALS IN ARCADY’ 
The engravings to AESOP by Agnes Miller Parker. Originally told, Aesop’s Fables are survivals of folk 
story-telling that have been collected and published through manuscript and printed versions right down 
to the present day. The fables, short, energetic, stories with an unmistakable moral, have for centuries 
provided a microcosm of the world, describing and dissecting human nature and motives with the 
desired end of improving human conduct and character - in both the powerful and powerless.  
 
In the early thirties the artist Agnes Miller Parker (1895-1980) engraved her outstanding illustrations to 
the fables for the famous Gregynog private press’s edition of Caxton's Esope (originally published in 
1484).  A selection of these prints, printed directly from the original wood blocks have been collected 
together for this elegant show. A Graphicus Touring exhibition. 
 
Exhibition opening days: 16th & 17th Jan, 23rd & 24th Jan, 30th & 31st Jan, 11am – 4pm  
 
Thursday 14 January | 2pm  Rose Hewlett: ‘JAMES CLIFFORD: ENTREPRENEUR’  
How the foresight of an Elizabethan entrepreneur born in Gloucestershire underpinned the Industrial 
Revolution in the Ironbridge Gorge. Booking necessary. £5 (£3 MIP Friends) 
 
Saturday 23 January – Sunday 28 February ‘TALES OF THE CITY’    
Cheltenham Illustration Awards 2015. We run to the city to find fame and fortune, we run from the city 
to find peace and identity. Cities are made of steel and glass but also of cardboard; they create unity 
amongst people but also isolation; they are the crowning glories of man’s imagination but also of his 
greed. There are lost cities, mythical cities, cities of the imagination, cities of the future … Come and 
explore this inventive collection of new (true and fictional) Tales of the City!  
 
This exhibition showcases the winning entries from the 2015 Cheltenham Illustration Awards. 
Organised by The University of Gloucestershire, this annual competition invites submissions from all 
over the world and attracts students, established, and emerging illustrators. Look out for our half term 
holiday happenings which will accompany this show. 
 
Thursday 21 January | 2pm ‘THOSE WERE THE DAYS...THE SWINGING SIXTIES’ 
Virginia Adsett and Gill Morss: A talk, with artefacts, and a chance to reminisce. Iconic household 
objects, toys, accessories and costume will bring back memories of past eras. Booking necessary. £5 
(£3 MIP Friends) 
 
Thursday 28 January | 2pm Diana Humphrey and Fred Ward: ‘THE WORLD OF PUPPETS’ 
An exciting glimpse at the amazing variety and strangeness of puppets from many lands. Some are 
dainty, some huge, some perform in water, some are transparent. 
We’d like to share our own handling collection with you on this whirlwind ‘armchair’ tour. You may be 
in for a few surprises! Booking necessary. £5 (£3 MIP Friends) 
 
  

http://www.camphillfoundation.net/
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Sunday 31 January | 3pm National Storytelling Week: ‘ANIMAL ADVENTURES’ with Fiona Eadie  
Fiona Eadie invites you to come in from the cold, pull up a chair and enjoy some magical ancient and 
modern fables which will amuse and delight! For grown-ups of all ages and for children aged 5+.  
Booking necessary. £5 (£3 children, concessions & MIP Friends) 
 
Sign up for ‘What’s On at The Museum in the Park’ email alerts: 
www.stroud.gov.uk/PLO/alerts_consultation.aspx 
 
Winter opening hours: 
Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm (closed Mondays). Weekends & Bank Holidays 11am – 4pm  
 
www.museuminthepark.org.uk   www.twitter.com/museuminthepark 
www.facebook.com/TheMuseuminthePark   Museum admission free, donations appreciated  
 
Contact: Abigail Large, Museum Administrator (763394) (back to index) 
 

 
SUB ROOMS EVENTS 
 
Link To Sub Rooms Website 

www.subscriptionrooms.org.uk/general.asp?pid=12&pgid=972 
 
Link To Sub Rooms Jan – March Brochure 
www.subscriptionrooms.org.uk/general.asp?pid=12&pgid=1528 
 
Tickets from Stroud Tourist Information Centre on 01453 760900 or online from 
www.subscriptionrooms.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deadline for the February E News –  
Thursday, 28

th
 January. Please email  Dave Marshall    

 

http://www.stroud.gov.uk/PLO/alerts_consultation.aspx
http://www.museuminthepark.org.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/museuminthepark
http://www.facebook.com/TheMuseuminthePark
mailto:abigail.large@stroud.gov.uk
http://www.subscriptionrooms.org.uk/general.asp?pid=12&pgid=972
http://www.subscriptionrooms.org.uk/general.asp?pid=12&pgid=1528
http://www.subscriptionrooms.org.uk/
mailto:david.marshall@stroud.gov.uk

