2Woodchester Parish Council

Clerk: Duschanka Sutherland

 Tulip Cottage, Windsoredge, Nailsworth, GL6 0NP

Telephone: 01453 833313

E-mail: clerk@woodchesterparish.org.uk
Website: www.woodchesterparish.org.uk
Minutes of the meeting of Woodchester Parish Council held on October 7th 2010 in the Quiet Place at the Convent of Poor Clares, Convent Lane, South Woodchester at 7pm

Present: Cllrs Wigzell, Hamilton, Brown and Lead

In attendance: The Clerk and twelve members of the public

1. To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted on behalf of Cllrs Bastin, Swait and Syrett

2. To receive declarations of interest in items on the Agenda and to sign declarations of interest

Cllr Wigzell declared an interest in Item 15.

3. To receive questions from members of the public and those attending in an official capacity

Questions were received on the re-siting of the notice board in Rooksmoor and the placing of the new one in the Paul’s Rise area.  Residents asked why the existing board was being moved, why the new site had been chosen and why they had not been consulted? Cllr Wigzell said that concerns about the safety of the existing board had been raised and that the notice boards had been written about in the Woodchester Word and covered in the minutes of Parish Council meetings which were available on the website and from the clerk. The proposed site for the Paul’s Rise notice board was objected to as it is outside a house in The Garden and it is claimed will block visibility for the resident when pulling out of his drive. It was proposed by the same resident to site it on the small area beside the cycle track where the dog bin is.
4. To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting September 2nd 2010

These were approved.

5. Matters arising from the previous meeting

6. Cllr Hamilton said that he has been unable to find out the name of the purchaser of the land opposite the Royal Oak and will now contact Stroud District Council. Cllr Wigzell advised that Margaret Lister had told her that the library associated with the Replica Pavement has been auctioned without anyone letting her know despite her expressions of interest on behalf of Stroud Museum. The clerk to write to Alec Lawless to find out if the whole library has been sold or if any items still remain. The clerk confirmed that Ian Smith, the maintenance contractor, will be putting the dog bins up. Erection of the new notice boards and re-siting of some of the existing boards has been put on hold pending tonight’s meeting. Cllr Lead has drawn up a building repair schedule for the Playgroup and the committee are in the process of obtaining quotes and applying for grants. Cllr Syrett has not provided an update on the Water Lane query. Cllr Wigzell, in Cllr Syrett’s absence, gave some information about the process for reopening the Orpheus Pavement following an update from the Rector who has consulted the County Archaeologist.
7. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

The clerk presented the report.

Cllr Hamilton offered to pick up the road closure barriers providing they fitted in his car.  The clerk will check their size. The clerk will also find out what SDC do in respect of road closure notices and will notify the Ram and residents along Southfield Road and Tower Drive herself. With the assistance of Cllr Lead the clerk will also put up a plywood diagram of the roads to be closed by the war memorial a week or so beforehand.
8. To note the latest financial statements 

These were noted.

9. To approve expenditure and approve cheques as per annex

These were noted and approved.

10. To note planning applications, decisions and appeals from SDC 

These were noted.

11. To note correspondence received

This was noted. 

12. To discuss the notice boards at Rooksmoor and Paul’s Rise

Regarding the Rooksmoor Board it was agreed that the clerk should get guidance from Highways about the safety concerns raised about the existing site, the proposed site and any other possible site. Once this has been obtained and if necessary residents are to be consulted about alternative sites via the current notice board. It was decided to put on hold the notice boards in Paul’s Rise and North Woodchester, to organise a site visit  for the former and put up posters about both to consult with residents.

13. To discuss the forthcoming 90th anniversary of the dedication of the War Memorial and to agree any additional expenditure

Cllr Wigzell advised that road closures have been organised, a section of the Nailsworth Band will play, and there is an intention to bring 60 pupils from St Dominic’s and 80 from the Endowed school. A PA system is still required and it will probably be necessary to print programmes including hymns. The clerk will investigate whether it is possible to print a programme on the clerk’s printer.

14. To agree funding for the pamphlet by Cllr Wigzell on the fallen soldiers of Woodchester

Cllr Wigzell told the Parish Council that Iain Dunbar has offered to do the artwork. Leopard Press have quoted £240 to print 650. Cllr Wigzell withdrew from the room and the Parish Council agreed to fund the pamphlet. It was agreed that it would be distributed with the next edition of the Woodchester Word with a suggestion that recipients might like to give a £1 contribution to the Poppy Fund.

15. To agree funding for repairs to the War Memorial

The clerk confirmed that 2 quotations have been obtained, one for £2,420 from a local stonemason and one for £1,595 from a Welsh Stone Mason. These prices covered cleaning, repairing and painting. Cllr Brown will contact the resident who has offered to contribute towards the costs. It was agreed that the repairs should be treated as a separate job to the painting. The painting of the names can therefore be carried out before the 90th anniversary commemoration on 11th November. If the benefactor is unable to cover the cost for the repairs as well it was agreed that the Parish Council should seek to obtain a grant. 

16. To discuss/agree funding for seats in bus shelters

In Cllr Syrett’s absence it was agreed to postpone this to the next meeting.
17. To receive an update on the website

Cllr Wigzell confirmed that she, the clerk and John Fairley met recently. She said the website receives around 100 hits per week with each hit viewing around 5 pages. The website group suggested that the next step was to progress the inclusion of a business directory on the website pending further work on the notice board function.  The webmaster will contact councillors individually about their email addresses.

18. To receive comments from members of the public on items discussed at this meeting

The following comments were received:

· Regarding the re-siting of the notice board in Rooksmoor one resident expressed frustration at the lack of communication from the Parish Council and not being consulted

Councillors replied they try to do everything they can to communicate with residents

· Interest was expressed in volunteering to help support the parish council

This was welcomed by the Parish Council and email addresses requested

· One resident said that the Parish Council should not have anything to do with reopening the Orpheus Pavement.
The Parish Council confirmed that at this stage they are only facilitating a preliminary enquiry as some residents are keen to open it again.

· The legality of holding the Parish Council meeting in The Quiet Place at the Convent was queried.

The clerk confirmed it was a public meeting place and therefore legal.
· The absence of the draft minutes of the last Parish Council meeting and the date and venue of this meeting from the website was pointed out.
The clerk accepted this but said there had been a problem accessing the website

· One resident said they enjoy reading their neighbour’s Woodchester Word but that one is never delivered to their house. 

Cllr Lead took the name and address of the resident to ensure they did receive copies in the future.
· A vote of no confidence in Cllr Syrett was put forward
 with the comment that he was bringing the Parish Council into disrepute.
The Chairman ruled that this was not an item discussed at the meeting so could not be raised. 

The meeting closed at 8.58pm
Chair...........................................................................

Date............................................................................

