Woodchester Parish Council

Clerk: Duschanka Sutherland

 Tulip Cottage, Windsoredge, Nailsworth, GL6 0NP

Telephone: 01453 833313

E-mail: clerk@woodchesterparish.org.uk
Website: www.woodchesterparish.org.uk
Minutes of the meeting of Woodchester Parish Council held on January 6th 2011 at the Village Hall, North Woodchester at 7pm

Present: Cllrs Wigzell, Swait, Bastin and Syrett

In attendance: The clerk and one member of the public

The order of the agenda was changed and item 19 taken first so that the elections and the rest of the meeting could be run according to the amended standing orders.  
2011/1

To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted on behalf of Cllrs Lead, Brown and Hamilton
2011/2

To receive declarations of interest in items on the Agenda and to sign declarations of 
interest
There were no declarations of interest.
2011/3

To approve the amended standing orders

The Parish Council agreed to authorise the payment of monies up to £2,000 under

Section 5 a xvii (motions not requiring written notice). The amended standing orders  were approved and adopted.
2011/5
To accept the resignation of the Chairman, Cllr Wigzell and appoint a new chair and vice-chair

The resignation of the Chairman, Cllr Wigzell was accepted. Cllr Hamilton was proposed as the new Chairman by Cllr Swait, this was seconded by Cllr Bastin. Cllr Lead was proposed as Vice-Chairman and seconded by Cllr Syrett. In the absence of both Cllr Hamilton and Cllr Lead Cllr Wigzell was appointed acting chairman by the councillors present. 

2011/4
To receive questions from members of the public and those attending in an official  capacity
                           The chairman was asked the reason for her resignation.  She explained that she had been selected to be the conservative candidate in the District Council by-election and felt that it was inappropriate to continue as chairman of the non party political Parish Council while fighting the by-election under a political banner.

2011/6

To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting October 7th 2010

These were approved.

2011/7
Matters arising from the minutes of November 4th 2010

There were no matters arising.

2011/8
To receive the clerk’s report


The clerk presented the report.

2011/9

To note the latest financial statements 

These were noted.

2011/10
To approve expenditure and approve cheques as per annex

These were noted and approved.

2011/11
To note planning applications, decisions and appeals from SDC 

This was provided by Cllr Swait in the absence of Cllr Lead and were duly noted.  

2011/12
To note correspondence received

This was noted. 
2011/13
To receive a report on the 90th anniversary of the war memorial and its restoration

Cllr Wigzell said she has received many positive comments about the 90th anniversary service and the pamphlet. It was agreed that the remaining booklets should be distributed between the schools, shop and the clerk. The clerk provided a summary of the quotes obtained to finish the restoration of the War Memorial by cleaning it and repairing the cracks. It was agreed to pass these to Cllr Brown who will liaise with the anonymous benefactor.

2011/14
To set up a working party with a view to updating the Parish Plan

Cllrs Hamilton, Bastin and Wigzell volunteered themselves and Cllrs Bastin and Wigzell arranged to meet with the clerk to complete the necessary paperwork required to apply for a grant towards costs. 

2011/15
To receive an update on the VDS

The draft consultation has been published on the website. It is a very large document which requires further work to make it easier to download.  Cllr Syrett, John Fairley and Iain Dunbar are working on it with Cllr Lead.

2011/16
To receive an update from the Events Committee

The carols were a great success and raised around £80 from a collection on the night towards the cost of the Nailsworth band.  The possibility of hosting a tea party on the village green to celebrate the Royal wedding was discussed. Cllr Swait will discuss further with the Events Committee and also ask for volunteers in the next Woodchester Word. The Produce Show will take place and there is a possibility of Open Gardens.

2011/17
To agree a date for the Litter Pick

This will be held on 27th March 2011 at 2.30pm. The Parish Council agreed to fund refreshments.  The clerk will investigate the cost of cakes.

2011/18
To agree a date for the Annual Parish Meeting

This will be held on Thursday 26th May at 7pm. The clerk will arrange a venue.

2011/19
To receive an update from the Snow Warden including grit bins

Cllr Swait provided an update. He was congratulated on providing a White Christmas and for cleaning it all up so swiftly afterwards. He has been liaising with GCC Highways regarding grit bins and although these can be sourced quite cheaply it is unlikely they would be filled. Existing grit bins in the village have been refilled. The bin on Bear Hill has now gone missing altogether. Cllr Swait has also been trying to arrange the appointment of a snow plough operator but this is ongoing. Cllr Swait will write something for the next edition of the Woodchester Word about the responsible use of grit.
2011/20
To discuss the implications of the Localism Bill

The clerk advised that the 2 main areas are the library in Nailsworth, the mobile library which visits Woodchester and the Youth Club in Nailsworth. Woodchester does not have the funds to offer financial contributions but it was agreed that the clerk should contact the Nailsworth Town clerk to offer support. 

2011/21
To approve the precept for 2011-12

A precept of £11,150 was approved by the Parish Council. This represents no change per household although the total has risen slightly due to an increase in households in the Parish.

2011/22
To receive an update on the notice boards at North Woodchester

The clerk advised the Parish Council that the new board in North Woodchester will need to be shortened. The member of public attending voiced the concern that this would reduce visibility when crossing the road. Cllr Bastin agreed to liaise with Ian Smith, the maintenance contractor and The Woodchester Workshop to resolve. Until the new board is up and running the old board will remain in use so Paul’s Rise will not get their board until this been resolved. The old board from the High Street in South Woodchester which is due to be refinished has not yet been re-sited on Convent Lane. The clerk will liaise with Ian Smith to progress.

2011/22
To receive comments from members of the public on items discussed at this meeting

There were no comments.  

The meeting closed at 8.30
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