Woodchester Parish Council

Clerk: Duschanka Sutherland
 Tulip Cottage, Windsoredge, Nailsworth, GL6 0NP
Telephone: 01453 833313
E-mail: clerk@woodchesterparish.uk
Website: www.woodchesterparish.org.uk
Minutes of the meeting of Woodchester Parish Council held on May 6th 2010 in the Endowed School, North Woodchester at 6.30pm
Present: Cllrs Wigzell, Hamilton, Lead, Swait, Hamilton, Brown, Syrett & Bastin

In attendance: Duschanka Sutherland (Clerk to the Council), District and County Councillor Steven Glanfield and one member of the public 
1. To elect a chair and sign acceptance of office

The clerk opened the meeting whilst Cllr Wigzell stood down as chairman and sat with the council members.  Cllr Hamilton proposed Cllr Wigzell as Chairman for the forthcoming year. This was seconded by Cllr Brown and agreed unanimously, whereupon Cllr Wigzell took over as Chairman to the Parish Council and Chair of the meeting.  Acceptance of office was signed and witnessed by the clerk as Proper Officer.

2. To receive apologies for absence
There were no apologies.

3. To receive declarations of interest in items on the Agenda and to sign declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

4. To receive questions from members of the public and those attending in an official capacity

John Fairley, a member of the public and the website’s webmaster, asked the Parish Council why items weren’t being posted on the website. The clerk agreed to send a weekly email to the councillors and a number of other village organisations asking if there were any items to post that week.
5. To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting March 4th 2010
The minutes were approved and signed off by Cllr Wigzell.

6. To elect a vice chairman and sign acceptances of office
Cllr Hamilton was proposed for re-election by Cllr Wigzell which was seconded by Cllr Brown and unanimously agreed. Acceptance of office was signed and witnessed by the clerk as Proper Officer.
7. To review membership of committees and advisory groups
Cllr Wigzell led the review.  Membership of committees and groups was reviewed and councillors without exception stood again as follows:
Planning – Cllr Lead (Chairman), Cllrs Brown, Hamilton, Syrett and Swait
Finance – Cllr Bastin (Chairman), Cllrs Swait and Wigzell
Personnel - Given the need for an employment committee it was agreed that the Recruitment committee would take on these responsibility, including handling any grievances.  Cllrs Bastin, Brown, Hamilton and Wigzell
Cllrs agreed to maintain their current responsibilities for advisory groups:
Cllr Brown – Events and Environment (including footpaths)
Cllr Bastin – Parish Plan but no longer website.
Cllr Hamilton – Emergency Plan, Parish Plan, responsibility for review of organisational matters outside of the parish council, such as changes in local government, health issues, community safety and policing; he also agreed to help with footpaths and take on a more active role in supporting the Chair
Cllr Lead – Village Design Statement and will join events
Cllr Syrett – Environment (including footpaths), Youth, Water Warden but no longer website. 
Cllr Swait – Traffic, Snow Warden and Village Hall representative
Cllr Wigzell – Events, Parish Plan and Website.
8. To receive the Clerk’s Report
The clerk presented the report. 
· The clerk will forward details of chairmanship training to Cllr Hamilton, Being a Good Councillor to Cllr Syrett and Budget Planning and Audit Implications to Cllrs Wigzell and Bastin.

· Cllr Wigzell confirmed that a risk assessment should have been approved last year. The clerk advised that this oversight would need to be highlighted in the annual return submission. The Parish Council resolved to review the risk assessment at the next council meeting in June.

· Regarding the proposed review by Highways of salt and grit policies the clerk will find out if the Parish Council can have input into the review process.

· Cllr Swait and the clerk will agree a request for repairs to potholes on the parish’s worst affected roads: Cow Lane, Convent Lane, Station Road, Southfield Road, Water Lane, Selsley Road by the Old Piano Factory.
· Cllr Glanfield, in his capacity as County and District Councillor, invited the Clerk to keep him informed of local concerns and offered to take up on behalf of the Parish Council with the appropriate local authority,  matters requiring County or District Council attention. 
· Cllr Syrett confirmed that the notice board in Rooksmoor can be moved further up the road.
· Cllrs Syrett, Wigzell and Lead confirmed that efforts to secure the future of the Woodchester mosaic have been unsuccessful to date. There has been no interest to house the mosaic by organisations such as the National Trust and Westonbirt Arboretum and without an acceptable site for the mosaic no one has been willing to invest.
· Cllr Lead confirmed that John Fairley and Cllr Hamilton are currently collating the VDS survey responses. There is an active group of 10 volunteers who will be preparing the findings for presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting on May 20th 2010. Cllr Lead envisages it will be completed by September.
· Cllr Syrett will find out if a chipping event in the Parish would be supported.

· The clerk will enrol the Parish Council in Green Communities, an online organisation that gives free support and advice to community groups who want to tackle climate change by running their own projects.

· Cllr Hamilton will complete the questionnaire from Gloucestershire Police Authority on neighbourhood policing.
· In order to provide insurance cover under the County’s insurance policy for volunteers it was agreed that the parish council would aim to set up a working party and volunteers for snow clearance would be sought via the website and the Woodchester Word. Cllr Swait will prepare something for the next edition of the WW (September).

9. To note the latest financial statements 

These were noted.

10. To approve expenditure and approve cheques as per annex
These were noted and approved.

11. To note planning applications, decisions and appeals from SDC
These were noted. Cllr Lead requested agreement from the council regarding the disposal of paperwork. All documentation is retained by SDC in perpetuity, however the Parish Council needs to keep a record of decisions made for a number of years. As all decisions and comments are recorded in meeting minutes it was agreed that Cllr Lead could dispose of paperwork relating to the application once a decision from SDC has been made unless the application is a contentious one.  

12. To note correspondence received 
Correspondence was noted.

13. To review the list of assets

This was reviewed and it was agreed that the council’s computer equipment should be included at a replacement value of £1,500. A query from a regular user of one of the parish’s bus stops has asked if seats could be provided. The clerk will obtain indicative quotes.

14. To authorise the clerk to renew the council’s insurance policy

The clerk presented the renewal quotes from current insurer Allianz and competitive comparison from previous insurer Community First Zurich.  The council authorised the clerk to renew the policy by 1st June with the most competitive quotation provided by Community First Zurich.

15. To confirm new standing orders and financial regulations
Councillors approved the new standing orders subject to Cllr Wigzell checking and clarifying some points with GAPTC and ensuring that they match the Financial Regulations where the two documents. The Financial Regulations were confirmed.

16. To approve the Emergency Plan
The Emergency Plan was approved.

17. To consider our effectiveness as a parish council
The Parish Council will continue to work towards Quality Council status and to seek to improve communication with the parish via the website and Woodchester Word. The Chair and Vice-Chair were thanked for their work over the last year.
18. To receive comments from members of the public on items discussed at this meeting
There were no comments

The meeting closed at 8.30pm

Chair .....................................................................................

Date ......................................................................................
