Woodchester Parish Council

Clerk: Duschanka Sutherland
 Tulip Cottage, Windsoredge, Nailsworth, GL6 0NP
Telephone: 01453 833313
E-mail: clerk@woodchesterparish.uk
Website: www.woodchesterparish.org.uk
Minutes of the meeting of Woodchester Parish Council held on June 10th 2010 in the Village Hall, North Woodchester at 7.00pm
Present: Cllrs Wigzell, Hamilton, Lead, Swait, Hamilton and Brown
In attendance: Duschanka Sutherland (Clerk to the Council) and three members of the public 
1. To receive apologies for absence
Cllrs Syrett and Bastin gave apologies.
2. To receive declarations of interest in items on the Agenda and to sign declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

3. To receive questions from members of the public and those attending in an official capacity

A member of the public advised the Council that there is Japanese Knotweed on the land opposite the Royal Oak and on the Cycle Track behind Q Park. The clerk will refer to the District Council for action.
4. To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting May 6th 2010
The minutes were approved and signed off by Cllr Wigzell.

5. To receive the Clerk’s Report
The clerk presented the report. 
· The Parish Council confirmed there are no resolutions to submit to GAPTC for debate at the AGM. 
· The clerk will find out details of “Planning for Real” and report back to the council.

· Cllr Wigzel will attend the Standing Orders training courses on 13th July 2010.

· The clerk will send details of the “Making Local Food Work” campaign to Inishfree.

· Cllr Hamilton is attending the Chairman’s training course on 18th June 2010.

· The Parish Council is happy to support the Stroud Valley’s Cycle Campaign but would like to see a copy of the survey prior to its distribution.

· The Parish Council regret they are unable to support the Gloucestershire Chest Fund’s campaign to raise funds for portable ultrasound equipment for Cheltenham General and Gloucester Royal.

· The Parish Council can do very little about barbed wire on private land. The clerk will investigate if a right of way has ever been applied for from Water Lane through the woods to the north of the Priory joining footpath MKS 65 to footpaths MWO1 &2.
6. To note the latest financial statements 

These were noted.

7. To approve expenditure and approve cheques as per annex
These were noted and approved.

8. To note planning applications, decisions and appeals from SDC
These were noted. 
9. To note correspondence received 
Correspondence was noted.

10. To review the Council’s risk management matrix

This was reviewed. With the assistance of John Fairley the clerk will formulate an appropriate back up policy for the Council’s computer files.
11. To reconfirm existing standing orders until training provided

These were reconfirmed.
12. To discuss the Annual Return for 2009-10, approve and sign the statement of accounts, approve and sign the annual governance statement, approve and sign the financial statement for year end and agree submission of the accounts for external audit

These were discussed, approved and signed and the submission of the accounts for external audit was approved. 

13. To discuss the forthcoming 90th anniversary of the dedication of the War Memorial

This was discussed and it was agreed that the Council will look into some form of commemoration to mark the anniversary. Cllr Bastin will investigate with Wycliffe College to see if it is possible to get a CCF band for the event. The clerk would investigate the creation of a plaque with the names on it. The clerk will also find out about cleaning/restoring the War Memorial and liaise with the local schools to see if they would like to be involved. Cllr Wigzell has produced an article about the men listed on the War Memorial and it was agreed that this could be sent out with the Woodchester Word in November. The Council will include something in the August edition of the Woodchester Word to ensure parishioners have plenty of notice of the event.
14. To receive an update on The Woodchester Word

This was given by Cllr Lead.

15. To discuss a local business directory

It was agreed that ideally this would be self-funding by the businesses featured. It could be delivered free with The Woodchester Word and also be put on the Website.

16. To discuss the Woodchester Mosaic

This was discussed. Cllrs Hamilton and Wigzell confirmed they will attend the auction on 24th June and provide and update for The Woodchester Word. 
17. To consider the coalition programme for government

The Parish Council discussed and noted the following items:

· “We will promote the radical devolution of power and greater financial autonomy to local government and community groups. This will include a review of local government finance.

· “We will rapidly abolish Regional Spatial Strategies and return decision making powers on housing and planning to local councils, including giving councils new powers to stop ‘garden grabbing’”.

· “In the longer term, we will radically reform the Planning System to give neighbourhoods far more ability to determine the shape of the places in which their inhabitants live, based on the principles set out in the Conservative Party publication Open Source Planning”.

· “We will maintain the Green Belt, Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and other environmental protections, and create a new designation – similar to SSSIs – to protect green areas of particular importance to local communities”.

· “We will explore a range of measures to bring empty homes into use”.

18. To receive comments from members of the public on items discussed at this meeting

A member of the public asked if the Parish Council were planning any further action with the Woodchester Mosaic. The Parish Council confirmed that it was not the Parish Council who were trying to save the Mosaic but a group of interested parishioners. The Parish Council did confirm that they supported the efforts of the group, but it was felt that the cost of purchase and housing the reproduction mosaic locally would prove an insurmountable difficulty. John Fairley offered his assistance in the clerk’s efforts to find out more about “Planning for Real”.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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