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Initials………..

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 5th April 2007 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, North Woodchester.

Present: Cllr Bastin (Chairman), Cllrs Hamilton and Swait, and approximately 13 members of the public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone who attended the meeting.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from:

Rhiannon Wigzell – Parish Councillor

Mike Hemming – Parish Councillor

Mike Warnes - Parish Councillor

Jackie Hayes – 1st Woodchester Guides

Father Piers – Priory Church

Fleur Vallender – Woodchester W.I.

Margaret Smith – St Dominics School

Michelle Oliver – National Trust

Andrew Pemberton – PCC

Stephen Bowen (St Mary’s)

Paul Syrett – Rooksmoor Residents

Vera Naumann

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 23rd May 2006

The Chairman asked everyone to take note of the minutes presented and asked for agreement that they were a true record. Mrs Wright proposed and Mr Wright seconded the minutes. They were duly signed. 
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Report on the Parish Council’s business over the past year and introduction of Village Annual Report 2006/7

The Chairman gave a brief report of the Council’s business over the past year. Each attendee of the meeting received a village report. The Chairman recommended it to everyone. Representatives were asked to present any further information on their organisations if required. 

Stephen Glanfield of GCC and SDC. 

The Chairman asked Cllr Glanfield to report at the beginning of the meeting as he needed to leave early. Cllr Glanfield believes that Stroud is on the up, with a bigger footfall in the town and improved economic development combined with low unemployment. He apologised for the fact that the workings of councils can sometimes seem slow. The desired pedestrian crossing for the A46 at Rooksmoor, where a child was killed, is tied to the development of Rooksmoor Mill and the timing is thus not controlled by the council. Cllr Glanfield was delighted that after 7-8 years of campaigning there will finally be weight limits for vehicles crossing the commons, but he also pointed out this as a bad example of how government can be slow. He also talked about funding for local government, noting that the police precept is out of the council’s hands but that, depending on how the calculations are made, the rise in the County Council precept was only slightly above inflation, with the District Council precept rise being lower. 

Village Design Statement

Stephen Wright presented the idea behind a Village Design Statement. The design statement is a personal reflection of what residents of the Parish regard as important to them, which then becomes formalised and forms guidance in future planning in the village. An event will be held on May 12 in Woodchester with residents taking photos of features they regard as important. The Chairman urged people to make their contribution. 

Verbal reports from village organisations 

Kevin Hann – Woodchester Playgroup

Mr Hann described the Playgroup’s recent application, jointly with the Parish Council, for a grant from the Big Lottery Fund to assist with the construction of a street scene play area. It is intended that the play area could become an amenity for wider village use. 
Paula Needham – Head Woodchester Endowed School distributed plans for the new school hall and described how she envisages the hall being used by both the school and the wider village community. The school is currently raising the additional funds needed for the project and expects building to start in April/May. Through its travel plan the school has been able to obtain a grant to help encourage parents to walk their children to school. The school has a falling roll due to demographic change and needs to retain 140 pupils to remain viable. The school is soon to publish, along with St Dominic’s School, a children’s page in the Woodchester Word. Mrs Needham answered several questions from the public.

Sheila Booth of the Stroud Valley Cycling Campaign thanked the Parish Council for its grant towards a local cycling map that will grade the county roads for use by cyclists. Copies will be sent to the council once completed. Ms Booth explained that the Cycle Campaign has reconstituted as a pedestrian and cycle forum in a partnership with the District Council and County Council. Ms Booth asked if the council wished to become a consultee. 
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Eddie Whitlock – Valleys and Vale Neighbourhood Watch talked about how the structure of neighbourhood watch works and explained that there had been a decline in the number of watches in Woodchester. He distributed an information leaflet to anyone interested in starting a new watch. Mr Whitlock also presented the crime figures for Woodchester in the period until March. The Chairman encouraged co-ordinators to join the scheme. 

Parking

Cllr Swait updated the meeting on parking developments, particularly related to South Woodchester. He explained the difficulty of the conflicting interests of the need for parking and concern about access for emergency vehicles. While he will continue to investigate remote the possibility of more parking space from planning gains, the most productive strategy at the moment seems to be friendly encouragement. Two new signs will be put in place warnings of children in the street, and Cllr Swait will be launching a “20 is plenty” campaign in South and North as well as along Southfield Road.

Litter Pick

On behalf of Cllr Wigzell, the Clerk explained that there is a village litter pick planned for April 22. Volunteers were requested and further details will be posted on the Parish notice boards. 

Conclusion

The chairman made closing remarks and invited everyone to the Village Design Statement Meeting on 12th March. 

The meeting was closed at 8.45 pm

Signed and dated







