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Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting on February 28, 2008 at 6.30pm at the Village Hall, North Woodchester. 

Present: Cllrs Hemming (Chair), Bastin and Swait
In attendance: Duncan Hayes (Clerk) and 3 members of the public
1. Apologies

Apologies were received from councillor Wigzell
2. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes of the Meeting of February 7, 2008
The minutes were approved and signed as a correct record by Councillor Hemming
4. To comment on planning decisions received

There were no decisions
5. To comment on planning applications received 

S.08/0320/FUL – 6 Beech grove – Erection of 2 storey extension

Support - This development will not be visible from any road. We do not think it will adversely affect the appearance or character of the Conservation Area. It will improve the accommodation in No 6 Beech Grove. The Parish Council supports this application.
S.08/0259/FUL – Piano Factory – Mixed use redevelopment site

Support - These buildings will improve the appearance of the Conservation Area. With all the domestic parking on site and with a proper turning area for B1 vehicles the traffic arrangements are much better. The number of dwellings now proposed will produce an acceptable level of traffic movement. The parish council supports this application.

S.08/0258/CAC – Piano Factory – Roof structure of stone building fronting Nailsworth Stream. Full demolition of 2 storey brick & steel frame buildings to west of site

Comment - The steel-frame buildings on the west of the site do not contribute to the appearance of the Conservation Area. The stone building facing the Nailsworth Stream is worth retaining. It would look well with a single-pitch roof. The latest in a series of applications for this site, S08/0259/FUL, is before the council planners. We think this is the best so far. If this were approved and if the council planners are happy the developer will implement it, then we are happy to give this application our full support. 
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S.08/0262/LBC – Old Priory - Restoration of chimney stack, installation of skylights, external alterations to east and west elevations, raise height of boundary wall and internal alterations

Support - The Parish Council wishes to see this old house back in use as a family home. We support this application, PPG 15, paras 3:8 and 3:10. We would like to see the restoration of the oldest chimney on site so the hall fireplace may be reopened and used, to the benefit of the hall space. 

We consider both the east and west elevations will benefit visually from the proposed changes. The proposed door on the west offers a better balanced facade that reads well. On the east facade two equal sized windows look better than one large and one small. 

The raising of the garden wall improves the sense of enclosure and so benefits the cartilage. On the lower ground floor the removal of C20 partitions to create a garden roof will make a better space.

The moving of the kitchen up to the upper ground floor adjacent to the dining room makes sense for a household without servants as long as there is a minimum of disturbance to the historic fabric of the building. 

The plumbing of the house needs improvement to bring it up to modern expectations. 

We believe the applicant has justified these proposals PPG 15 3.4. We have confidence in this owner and wish to support the application.

S.08/0261/FUL - Construction of chimney stack and raise boundary wall

Support - The Parish Council supports this application. Part of the existing wall beside the footpath from Church Lane is already of the proposed height and most of the rest is above eye level. We think it reasonable to raise the garden wall for increased privacy. The proposed chimney stack to replace the one truncated in the early 1960s would allow the fireplace in the hall to be unblocked and used to the great benefit of this space. We would like to see this fine stepped chimney, the earliest in the building, returned to use. We think the proposal would enhance the listed building. 

The meeting closed at 7.00 pm
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