Woodchester Parish Council

Clerk: Duncan Hayes

Cobweb Cottage, High Street, South Woodchester, Glos GL5 5EL

Tel: 01453 873107

E-mail: council@woodchestervillage.co.uk
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Minutes of the meeting of Woodchester Parish Council held on the February 28, 2008 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall at North Woodchester.

Present: Cllrs Bastin (Chair), Hamilton, Hemming, Swait and Warnes 

In attendance: Duncan Hayes (Clerk), District Councillor Glanfied, PCSO Steve Wadley and 3 members of the public
1. To accept apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Wigzell

2. To receive declarations of interest in items on the Agenda 

There were no declarations of interest

3. To receive comments from members of the public 

PCSO Steve Wadley left his contact details and clarified the opening times of the Nailsworth Police Information Point. Cllr Glanfield asked if there were any questions from the public or Parish Council. There were none. There were no questions from the public. The Chairman asked if this item could in future be expanded as a standing item to allocate an opportunity for anyone attending the meeting in their official capacity, such as the PCSO and District Councillor.

4. To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on January 3, 2008 

The minutes were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman

5. To approve expenditure and sign cheques as per annex

The expenditure was approved and the cheques were signed

6. To note the latest financial statements 

The statements were noted. Cllr Warnes sought clarification from the Clerk on the way VAT is recorded. The Clerk explained that VAT is recorded as a separate expense cumulatively throughout the year. The amount is reclaimed annually and is recorded as a receipt once received.

7. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

The written report was presented. Councillor Hamilton and the Clerk will be able to attend the PCCN meeting. Cllr Swait mentioned that there was concern about a possible increase in crime in conjunction with the switch to part-night street lighting. The Clerk was able to confirm that the scheme will be monitored closely by local police and it is possible to revert to full-night lighting if there are perceived problems. 

8. To note planning applications and decisions from SDC 

The applications and decisions were noted. Cllr Hemming pointed out an agricultural notification that had not been discussed by the Planning Committee as comments from the Parish Council are not invited for this type of notification. 

9. To note correspondence received 

The correspondence was noted
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10. To renew subscription to GAPTC

The council agreed to renew this subscription

11. To receive reports under the Parish Plan Action Plan 

Traffic & Highways
Cllr Swait reported that the caution signs have been erected at each end of the High Street. The Clerk confirmed that half the cost of these has been met by the District Council. The Council is still awaiting progress with the sales of Tower House and the Fenworth’s site in the hope of planning gains in the form of parking or other facilities for the village. Cllr Swait is planning to chase up offers by the SDC safety officer of involving the schools in a project to monitor speeding. Cllr Hemming reported cars parking on the pavement of Southbank. The Clerk was able to report that the school regularly follows this up in cooperation with the police.

Post Office

The whole Council expressed its sadness at the proposed closure of South Woodchester Post Office. The Chairman reported that the working group had met to discuss the situation  and had issued a press release. The council understands that the North Woodchester Post Office is for sale but no firm offer has yet been put forward. The council will continue to obtain the comments and support of residents and will do all in its power to ensure both shops and post offices remain open as valuable assets to our community. The council has requested the results of MP David Drew’s questionnaire and will follow this up as soon as results are available. 

12. To receive an update on progress with the Village Design Statement 

Cllr Hemming is in the process of compiling the various parts of a draft statement before requesting comments from SDC. This is planned before the next meeting. 

13. To note the appointment of Moore Stephens as external auditor

The appointment was noted

14. To appoint an internal auditor

The council agreed to appoint Iain Selkirk as the council’s internal auditor for 2008

15. To adopt standing orders and financial regulations for 2008/09

The standing orders and financial regulations were adopted unchanged

16. To adopt a risk management matrix for 2008/2009 

The risk management register was adopted

17. To agree the format of the 2008 Annual Parish Meeting

The council agreed to retain the same format as last year. The meeting will also be publicised on the website

18. To agree a date for the 2008 spring clean litter pick

The council agreed to hold this on the afternoon of Sunday, April 27. The clerk is to coordinate with the schools to ensure best coverage of the parish 

19. To consider a response to GCC waste consultation

Cllr Hamilton has completed this consultation and will circulate to the rest of the council for comments. The clerk is to submit the document before March 13. 

20. To consider a response to the GCC charter

This will be circulated among councillors before a decision is taken at the next meeting 

21. To consider the appointment of Watercourse Warden and Emergency Coordinator as well as the drawing up of a plan of action for emergencies
The council agreed that the appointment of an emergency coordinator and a plan of action should be the responsibility of the next council after the May elections. In the interim the council appointed Cllr Swait as the Watercourse Warden

22. To receive comments from members of the public on items discussed at this meeting
There were no comments
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23. To discuss the clerk’s salary review
The public left the meeting. The council agreed that the Clerk should be paid according to the new rates recommended by National Joint Council for Local Government Services

The meeting closed at 8.15 pm

Chair……………………………

Date…………………………….






