Woodchester Parish Council

Clerk: Duncan Hayes

Cobweb Cottage, High Street, South Woodchester, Glos GL5 5EL

Tel: 01453 873107

E-mail: council@woodchestervillage.co.uk
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Minutes of the meeting of Woodchester Parish Council held on the January 3, 2008 at 7.30pm in the School Hall at North Woodchester.

Present: Cllrs Bastin (Chair), Chestnutt, Hamilton, Hemming, Swait, Warnes and Wigzell

In attendance: Duncan Hayes (Clerk)

The Chairman opened the meeting by wishing all present a Happy New Year

1. To accept apologies for absence

Apologies were received from PCSO Steve Wadley

2. To receive declarations of interest in items on the Agenda 
There were no declarations of interest

3. To receive comments from members of the public 

There were no comments. The council resolved by a vote of 5:2 to continue with the present arrangement of public comments at the start and end of meetings, subject to future review

4. To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on November 1, 2007 

The minutes were confirmed as a true record and were signed by the Chairman

5. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk’s Report was delivered. It was requested that the Clerk ascertain why the new Puffin Crossing has not been activated

6. To note planning applications and decisions from SDC 

These were noted. The clerk is to enquire in writing as to why decisions are returned to the Parish Council with delay

7. To note correspondence received 

The “Members Information Sheet – Gypsies, Travellers and Showpeople Accommodations Needs Assessment” letter was passed to Cllr Hamilton, who formulated the council’s response to this consultation. The council asked the clerk to request minutes and decisions from the Examination in Public as no councillor will be able to attend. The GCC consultation on council tax should be added to the website

8. To receive reports under the Parish Plan Action Plan 

Events

The Chairman offered the council’s congratulations to all those involved with the very successful Carol evening. Particular thanks to Cllr Wigzell. The clerk was requested to write offering formal thanks to Denis Brown & Son, Chinnick Theatre Services and the C&G Rural Initiative Fund. The council requested the clerk to arrange donation of left-over wine to the Endowed School PTA. All councillors agreed that the arrangements for Remembrance Sunday had been much better than in previous years and hoped this would continue in the future. 

Highways

Cllr Swait has obtained two signs to attach at each end of the village. He is to confirm that the Highway Safety Officer will cover this cost. The council awaits formal notification of the status of sales of Tower House and Fenworths. The council agreed the importance of keeping an eye on progress with Fenworths in particular. 
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9. To receive an update on progress with the Village Design Statement 

Cllr Hemming has assigned various sections of the statement to individuals in the working group. These will be compiled at the end of January and presented to SDC for comments before widespread public consultation within the parish. 

10. To receive a proposed “job description“ for potential new councillors 

The council proposed a few minor changes but agreed this document will be useful for those interested in standing. The Chairman thanked Cllr Wigzell for producing this document.

11. To approve the move to part-night street lighting 

All agreed to proceed with this. The clerk is to pass this decision to GCC for implementation

12. To discuss a request to SDC that they use their powers under the 2004 Planning Act to use Empty Dwelling Management Orders in our parish 

The council was informed by Cllr Hamilton that this issue is raised in the Stroud District Sustainable Communities Strategy consultation document (for discussion under item 13), which mentions the empty homes initiative and states that there are 1,000 empty homes in the district. The council requested the clerk ascertain how many and what properties have been identified in our parish. 
13. To note receipt of SDC Supplementary Planning Advice documents 

Cllr Hemming outlined this new advice to householders on planning extensions.

14. To note receipt of Stroud District Sustainable Communities Strategy consultation document 

Councillors are to send their comments to Cllrs Hamilton and Wigzell by the end of January. The two councillors will then provide a response.

15. To consider applying for grants to surface the cycle trail 

The council requested the clerk investigate possible funding for surfacing the cycle trail. 

16. To approve renewal of SLCC membership 
Membership renewal was agreed.

17. To approve inclusion of the Parish Plan and Action Plan on the Parish Plan database

The council agreed that this is appropriate.

18. To consider quotations for a computer 

The council agreed to purchase the computer from Ibis.

19. To approve quote for repair of notice board at Rooksmoor 

The council approved this quote.

20. To approve a quote for maintenance for 2008 

The council agreed that Ian Smith is providing good value for money and to approve his quote for 2008.

21. To approve expenditure and sign cheques as per annex

The expenditure was approved and the cheques signed

22. To note the latest financial statements 

The financial statements were noted

23. To task a member with reviewing the council’s accounts

Cllr Warnes is to review the accounts

24. To discuss recommendations by finance committee 

The council noted that the finance committee meeting was not quorate. The council agreed to add £250 for maintenance of the website and £50 for bank charges and to adjust the expected credit interest to £450 and VAT refunds to £175

25. To set the precept for 2008/2009 

The council agreed to set the precept to £11,000

26. To confirm dates and timing of meetings in 2008 

The council set the date of the Annual Parish Meeting to April 3 at 7.30 pm. The council meeting scheduled for March 6 will be moved forward to February 28 to ensure councillors can be present. Henceforth planning sub-committee meetings will be held at 6.30 pm and meetings of the full council will be held at 7 pm.
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27. To receive comments from members of the public on items discussed at this meeting

There were no comments

The meeting closed at 9.00pm

Chair……………………………

Date…………………………….







