Woodchester Parish Council

Clerk: Duncan Hayes

Cobweb Cottage, High Street, South Woodchester, Glos GL5 5EL

Tel: 01453 873107

E-mail: council@woodchestervillage.co.uk
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Minutes of the meeting of Woodchester Parish Council held on the September 6, 2007 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall at North Woodchester.

Present: Cllrs Bastin (Chair), Chestnutt, Hamilton, Hemming, Warnes and Wigzell

In attendance: PCSO Steve Wadley, 4 members of the public and the Clerk

1. To accept apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Swait

2. To receive declarations of interest in items on the Agenda 

There were no declarations of interest

3. To receive comments from members of the public 

A member of the public requested the council pursue the reason why the streetlight by the War Memorial has been removed. Steve Wadley introduced himself as the new PCSO for Woodchester and apologised that he could not remain for the rest of the meeting.

4. To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on September 6, 2007 

The minutes were confirmed as a true record. Councillor Warnes noted the incorrect numbering sequence and the Chairman signed an updated version

5. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

The report was delivered. Subsequent to the written report the clerk noted: The removal of the tree branch overhanging the disused churchyard is now a matter of dispute between the former owners and the new owners of the Priory. Cllr Bastin requested the correspondence from Cllr Hamilton and will investigate. The clerk informed the chairman of an invitation to Code of Conduct training at SDC. A remembrance service poster was distributed for comments. The transformer beside Atcombe Road has been removed. The council was presented with a consultation on the Cotswold Canals Brimscombe Area Action Plan. The council felt that a response was not required but Cllr Bastin will read the document and consider it. The councillor requested that the clerk follow up the estimated election costs for 2008. 
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The clerk was requested to book the school hall for the next Parish Council meeting as the Village Hall will be undergoing redecoration. Cllr Chestnutt proposed that the hall at St Dominics could be used at some time in the future. 

6. To note planning applications and decisions from SDC 

The applications and decisions were noted. Cllr Hemming brought to the council’s attention the rejection of a proposed barn beside Frogmarsh Lane and noted that this is an example of how the views of the Parish Council can have an influence

7. To approve expenditure and sign cheques as per annex

The expenditure was approved and the cheques signed

8. To note the latest financial statements

The financial statements were noted

9. To note correspondence received 

Correspondence was noted

10. To receive any reports under the Parish Plan Action Plan

Parking

The Clerk presented a written report from Cllr Swait. The cllr will order signs for each end of the high street to warn of children playing. Cllr Swait also noted that Tower House is back on the market and the sale of the “Fenworths” site is imminent so the council should watch for progress.

Youth

Cllr Chestnutt is in the process of contacting the Woodchester Cricket Club to see if an article for the Woodchester Word could be forthcoming. There has been no movement on Villa Field for the football club, although the councillor has heard that a one-year lease has been signed.

Footpaths

Cllr Warnes expects to report in the New Year. The clerk was requested to obtain a map of footpaths from John Lane at Glos Public Rights of Way

Events & Website

Cllr Wigzell referred to items 11, 17 and 18
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11. To receive an update on progress with the planned carol evening

The carol evening has been scheduled for December 21. The first preparatory meeting will be held on November 14. The carol sheets have arrived. Rachel Hemming is putting together choirs. Cllr Bastin questioned the number of set-off points and this will be discussed at the preparatory meeting

12. To consider any response to the SDC Housing Strategy Action Plan Review

Cllr Hamilton noted that there was nothing particularly new in this consultation and the Parish Council should concentrate on the recent Housing Land Availability Assessment Methodology Scoping Report. He noted that unfortunately neither report made reference to the other although they share some areas. Cllr Hemming raised the issue of Empty Dwellings Management Orders, which are covered by the review. He explained that the District Council can obtain the power to enter, repair, refit and let property that has been vacant for more than six months. The District Council would then recover its costs through letting, with the balance being returned to the owner. The owner does have a right of appeal before any action is taken. The council discussed whether it wants to be involved in this and if it should ask SDC to use its powers. Cllr Hemming expressed his opinion that it is right to utilise disused homes before building new ones. Cllr Hamilton noted that the Scoping Report includes a “desktop” exercise that will identify housing assets. He also noted that the Parish Council ought to consider now which properties could be identified. He agreed that use of existing properties should be prioritised over new housing and the Parish Council should be proactive. Cllr Chestnutt cautioned that if the Parish Council is to proceed down this route than the procedure should be properly project managed with copies of all correspondence to the MP and a traceable record kept on file. Cllr Bastin expressed the opinion that he would be very unhappy if he were in the position of people with empty dwellings and were subjected to such an order. He suggested that a better approach might be to discuss that possibility with owners of empty dwellings so that they could consider their position. Cllr Wigzell agreed that it could help to prevent new building but could be either a weapon or armour depending on how it is used. Cllr Hemming suggested that council should request that Stroud DC use its powers. The Council agreed that this should be made a specific agenda item for the next meeting of the Parish Council. Cllr Hamilton proposed and was supported by the council that the Clerk should respond to the Housing Strategy Action Plan Review as follows: Woodchester Parish Council supports the general aims of the Housing Strategy Action Plan Review. In particular we note that Empty Dwellings Management Orders are referred to in the review. While bearing in mind 
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local feeling, the District Council should be reviewing empty dwellings in the area with a view to bringing them under EDMOs.

This Review also mentioned homes that are hard to heat. The council requested that a link to the SDC website be added to the Woodchester website so that residents can investigate what grants may be available. 
13. To receive an update on progress with the Village Design Statement 

Cllr Hemming explained that this project has been delayed by ill health. He is presenting individual committee members with specific areas for response. Preliminary statements will then be submitted to SDC for comment before an illustrated draft document is presented to the parish for broad consultation. Cllr Bastin noted that if additional assistance is required from the council it will be forthcoming. Cllr Hemming is preparing maps showing the conservation area boundaries and village envelope. 

14. To approve a schedule of maintenance for 2008 

Cllr Hemming objected to the use of weedkiller, although the council accepted that some limited use is required to keep costs realistic. Cllr Hemming also noted that the timing of cutting the grass area at the junction of Bospin Land and High Street is important to ensure that the daffodils are not damaged. Cllr Warnes brought to the council’s attention damage to the notice board at Rooksmoor. The clerk is to obtain a quote for repair.

15. To discuss the precept for 2008/2009 

The council agreed to delegate the recommendation of the budget and precept to the next meeting of the Finance Committee. As Cllr Warnes will not be available in December the meeting was scheduled for November 8. 

16. To discuss proposed move to part-night street lighting

The council approves of the principle. Cllr Chestnutt suggested that the Clerk should request the PCSO monitors crime in the area before and after the transition. Cllr Swait will gather any further opinions from residents before responding to the consultation. 

17. To discuss the proposed arrangements for Remembrance Sunday

Cllr Bastin is attempting to obtain a trumpeter or band. He will distribute the wreaths to the PCC and Old Comrades. Cllr Bastin will talk with the church to ensure that the procession arrives on time at the memorial. Cllr Chestnutt is to contact Selsley Cubs to see if they are interested in participation. 
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18. To encourage use of the village website

Cllr Wigzell reports that the comments function is fully functional. She also asked councillors to make more use of the site and encourage discussion. Cllr Wigzell reported that the next phase of development is to add pages for village organisations. The council will write an article for the next edition of the Woodchester Word 

19.  To discuss the setting up of a working group to write a “job description” for councillors

Cllr Bastin commented that the elections are only six months away and councillors should encourage people to stand for a contested election as this would be good for democracy in the parish. Cllr Wigzell is to draft an article letting people know what being a councillor is about. This will be added to the website.

20. To receive comments from members of the public on items discussed at this meeting

There was a question as to why energy saving bulbs cannot be used instead of switching off some lights. The clerk is to ascertain what proportion of bulbs are energy-saving and what the proposed part-night lighting will save. A dropped manhole outside Bottlegreen was brought to the council’s attention. The clerk will report this. There was a question about the sedge alongside the High Street. Cllr Bastin noted that SDC has agreed to spray this when time and weather permit. 

The meeting closed at 9. 10pm

Chair……………………………

Date…………………………….






