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Minutes of the meeting of Woodchester Parish Council held on the September 6, 2007 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall at North Woodchester.

Present: Cllrs Bastin (Chair), Chestnutt, Hamilton, Swait, Warnes and Wigzell

In attendance: Cllr Stephen Glanfield, PCSO Stephen Phillipson, 3 members of the public and Rachel Managhan taking minutes

1. To accept apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Hemming due to illness

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda 

There were no declarations of interest

3. To receive comments from members of the public 

PCSO Phillipson introduced himself and stated that he would be attending all council meetings. There has been no detection regarding the recent vandalism in the village, nor from the Post Office raid in North Woodchester.

A member of the public stated his concern regarding a proposed building at Frogmarsh Meadow.

4. To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on July 12, 2007

The minutes were approved as a correct record and signed by Cllr Bastin.

5. To sign and collect declarations of acceptance of office and registers of members’ personal interests

All registers were presented. Cllr Chestnut will provide further information directly to the Clerk

6. To receive the Clerk’s Report

The new owners of the Priory have confirmed their willingness to cut back the trees in the Closed Churchyard. Cllr Bastin agreed to ensure the work takes place.
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7. To appoint a councillor to review the Council’s accounts 

It was agreed that Cllr Swait would check the council’s finances and produce an audit trail 

8. To note planning applications and decisions from SDC

The applications and decisions were noted. 

9. To agree a response to Highways regarding A46 crossing at Rooksmoor

All the councilors agreed to the design of the proposed crossing at Rooksmoor

10. To agree a response to consultation regarding plot provision for Gypsies and Travellers 

The Clerk was asked to ascertain what a pitch consists of, what facilities are needed for each pitch and how the figures were reached by the authority who produced the document. It was agreed that Cllr Hamilton will draft a response once the questions have been answered.

11. To agree additional maintenance works

It was agreed under the power of the Highways Act 1980 S96 that a maximum of £25 would be allocated for each additional grass cut at the junction of the H|igh Street and Bospin Lane.

12. To consider any response to the installation of a transformer beside Atcombe Road 

It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the relevant authority to state that the structure placed on the post in Atcombe Road is in breach of the application S.06/2491/OHL. It is much larger than originally described in the planning application from SDC.

13. To agree a response on SDC grant application by Woodchester Cricket Club

It was agreed that the Council supports the application made to SDC by the Cricket Club. A request was made for the Club to place information on the Council website as to their contact details, fixtures etc.

14. To receive report on Parish Plan Action Plan

Highways: SDC has agreed to pay £100 towards safety signs for the High Street in South Woodchester. They will also promote a campaign for safe driving at Woodchester School. 

Youth: Cllr Chestnut plans to produce information on youth facilities over the winter. With the new building at Woodchester School it may be possible to provide 5-a-side football and cricket practice.

Environment: The footpath at Crystal Mill has been reported to GCC as dangerous and needing attention.

Village Events: A Carol Evening will go ahead in 2007.

An informal Open Gardens Scheme may be possible in 2008 and a grand Village Fete for the whole village may be possible for 2009
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15. To consider priorities under the Parish Plan Action Plan

The priorities have been discussed and a the Clerk will send a copy to all councilors.

16. To agree a response to GRCC regarding progress with Parish Plan

It was agreed that Cllr Bastin would complete the report form.

17. To discuss a response to consultation on part-time street lighting 

It was agreed that once a map had been received from GCC with the potential lights to be switched off a decision could be made. Residents will be asked for their opinion on the issue once the detail is known.

18. To discuss arrangements for a wreath-placing ceremony at war memorial

Cllr Wigzell showed concern regarding this year’s ceremony. It was suggested to provide more publicity to the village of the event. Cllr Bastin agreed to talk to the Rector to discuss the ceremony.

19. To approve expenditure and sign cheques as per annex

The expenditure was approved

20. To receive a financial report for the latest period 

The report was noted

21.
        To note correspondence received

The correspondence was noted

21. To receive comments from members of the public on items discussed at this meeting

Concern was stated regarding the closure of Weavers Croft. The Clerk was requested to feed back to the council any matters that local residents may know of regarding Weavers Croft that occurs in the following months.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm

Chair……………………………

Date…………………………….

