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Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting on June 28, 2007 at 7.30pm at the Undercroft, North Woodchester. 

Present: Cllrs Hemming (Chair), Hamilton and Swait 
In attendance: Duncan Hayes (Clerk) and 13 Residents 

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Councillors Bastin and Wigzell

2. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest

3. Minutes of the Meeting of the June 7, 2007

The minutes were approved and signed as a correct record by Cllr Hemming

4. Planning Decisions

Decisions were noted

5. Planning Applications 

S.07/1317/FUL Hillgrove Cottage
Support - This small development will create a very useful increase in floor area for this house. It is unobtrusive and will not harm the AONB or the appearance of the Conservation Area

S.07/1303/FUL 11 Berrymore Road

Support - This development will improve the house by creating space for an ensuite facility. It will not be visible from the road

S.07/1355/COU Woodchester Piano Factory

Comment - The Parish Council wishes to see this site redeveloped and in use. These proposals will improve the appearance of the Conservation Area but could, in our opinion, be even better. The terrace of five houses would look better if the front were flat. This would be cheaper to build and give a little more floor area to the smaller houses. No one would want their front window to look out onto a bin storage unit. This should be relocated. 
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We have held a public meeting to show the plans to our Parishioners and those living across Selsley Road made the following points 1) Visibility looking from the exit up Selsley Road is poor and traffic coming down Selsley Road can be fast moving. 2) They consider the proposed houses 6 & 7 will impair visibility up the road. 3) They have seen articulated lorries delivering to the Piano Works and consider the space allocated to these is not enough to safely turn such a vehicle. An articulated lorry being backed out onto Selsley Road is not a safe idea.

The proposed parking across the road is not as generous as shown. I enclose a copy of the deeds of Matrics Limited that they supplied. They own the drive in front of their building, over which the Piano Works and the bungalow have access, and the land as shown on which are drawn eleven parking spaces. These are already used by Matrics Ltd. Allowing for access to the bungalow we consider this leaves about eighteen parking spaces. We think the plans should be amended.

6. To receive representation from a group of residents regarding Industrial Heritage Conservation Area
A representative of residents affected by the IHCA was invited to speak and explained that there had been insufficient time to prepare a submission. She commented that villagers feel “undermined” by this potential change to boundaries. The chair announced that a public meeting will be held on July 12 where residents will be able to question a representative of SDC about the consultation and proposed boundary changes.

The meeting closed at 8.20 pm
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