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Minutes of the meeting of Woodchester Parish Council held on the July 12, 2007 at 8.00pm in the Village Hall at North Woodchester.

PRESENT: Cllrs Bastin (Chair), Chestnutt, Hamilton, Hemming, Swait, Warnes

APOLOGIES: Cllr Wigzell

In attendance: Duncan Hayes (Clerk) and 3 members of the public

1. To accept apologies for absence

An apology was accepted from Cllr Wigzell due to illness

Ex agenda (meeting briefly adjourned)
Cllr Chestnutt requested a brief adjournment to inform that Council of the death of formed District Councillor Sybil Bruce. The council requested that the clerk write to Mr Bruce.
(Meeting reconvened)

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda 

There were no declarations of interest

3. To receive questions from members of the public 

A question was received from a member of the public asking whether questions could also be asked at the end of a meeting. The chairman suggested that this could be discussed under item 16 below

4. To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on May 3, 2007

The minutes were approved as a correct record and signed by Cllr Bastin.

5. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

Several councillors expressed disappointment that the street name sign installed by SDC on Bospin Lane was plastic. 

The council requested that the clerk write formally to the owners of the Priory as the trees overhanging the churchyard appear to be dangerous.

The council requested that the clerk write formally to SDC expressing its dissatisfaction with the mowing regime at the closed churchyard and requesting a more timely and thorough mowing

The Chairman noted that the Clerk’s probationary period of employment has expired and the council expressed its satisfaction with the Clerk’s work so far.
6. To note planning applications and decisions from SDC

Planning applications and decisions were noted. The Chairman requested that these be supplied to the meeting in larger type in future.
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7. To receive recommendations and a report from the Finance Committee Meeting of June 7

The council received the recommendations of the finance committee, attached to the agenda, and agreed to follow all recommendations. 

8. To discuss and adopt Financial Regulations with addendum “Principles for setting a budget”

The Financial Regulations with addendum “Principles for setting a budget” were adopted and signed by the Chairman. These are to be reviewed annually.

9. To discuss and adopt procedures for internal financial review

The Council resolved that Council meetings in September and January appoint a councillor (preferably not a member of any other committee) to receive the Council’s accounting records and underlying documentation and conduct a review, signing sample documents to indicate that a “papertrail” type review has been conducted. Cllr Bastin reported that he has conducted such a review in the interim.

10. To review and adopt risk management matrix

The matrix attached to the agenda was adopted and signed by the Chairman. This is to be reviewed annually.

11. To discuss and adopt project priorities

With regard to project priorities, the council agreed that the projects listed by the finance committee were top priorities but suggested that the individual groups set up under the Parish Plan should reformulate their priorities and submit a list for the Clerk to present at the next meeting. Cllr Bastin’s article in the Woodchester Word, requesting additional input from residents with regard to desirable projects, will be distributed imminently and the Council agreed to consider any responses. 
12. To agree a response to the local consultation exercise by the Independent reconfiguration Panel on the proposal to centralise mental health in-patient services for the elderly 

Cllr Hamilton explained that this is a second round of consultation being conducted by an independent review body. The council has previously responded to this consultation and the independent review body will take into account to council’s comments already submitted. As such the council felt nothing more could be achieved to submitting a new response. 

13. To receive a report on the Village Design Statement 

Cllr Hemming described the public meeting held on May 12 in the Village Hall. At that meeting residents were informed of the reason behind the village design statement and were offered disposable cameras with which to take picture of features they like and dislike in Woodchester. Subsequent to the meeting Cllr Hemming has gathered a committee of ten who will start to draft a statement. This drafting will be done in consultation with the planners at SDC. The committee then hopes to submit a draft to a new public meeting in the autumn in order to obtain wider community involvement. 

14. To receive report on Parish Plan Action Plan

Roads

Cllr Swait has been in contact with the SDC road safety officer, who is keen to get involved and is able to pay for initiatives. With regard to parking on the High Street in South Woodchester the road safety officer is planning to conduct a night-time visit to assess the situation and will also request that the fire service drive through the village at night to emphasise the problem. With regard to the “20 is plenty” scheme, this is believed to be inappropriate as 20 is too much in the problem areas. The road safety officer is keen to get the schools involved in using speed guns, with the children distributing “speeding tickets” to offenders. Cllr Swait is to follow up these initiatives.
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Events & Website

Cllr Bastin reported that events had been busy with the very successful street party and he offered his congratulations to the organising committee. The website is running well and the Clerk was requested to open up the comments facility. 

Walks

Cllr Warnes reported progress with two historical walks published now available. The committee has approached Jon Davies, who produced a wildlife walk for the street party, with a view to producing further wildlife walks.

15. To adopt the Local Authorities Model Code of Conduct 2007

The council resolved to adopt the Model Code of Member Conduct for Parish and Town Councils including paragraph 12(2) with effect from September 1, 2007. The council also resolved to adopt as a non-enforceable Annex to the Code the Statement of General Principles from the same date.

16. To agree new Chairmanship and Standing Orders 

These were adopted and signed by the Chairman. Having adopted these standing orders, the council agreed to initiate a trial period of three meetings during which the public will have a 5 minute slot at the beginning of each Council meeting to state concerns and a 5 minute slot at the end of each meeting to ask questions about business conducted. The council requested that the clerk produce a few extra copies of the agenda to be distributed to the public at council meetings. 

17. To discuss the Annual Return for 2006-2007, approve and sign the statement of accounts, approve and sign the annual governance statement and agree submission of the accounts for external audit

These documents were approved and signed. As the clerk will be on holiday in the first week during which the public may inspect the council’s accounts, Cllr Warnes agreed to make the documents available during this period. The report of the internal auditor was circulated among councillors and discussed. 

18. To approve a donation to the British Legion for a poppy wreath

The council agreed to order three wreaths and make a donation of £100. LGA 1972. S.137.

19. To note correspondence received

The correspondence was noted. Cllr Swait is to investigate a consultation on part-time street lighting. The clerk is to respond to a letter from a member of the public regarding lorries on Bospin Lane.

20. To receive a financial report for the latest period 

Councillors received a copy of the latest accounts.

The meeting closed at 9.07 pm

Chair……………………………

Date…………………………….
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