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            Ints…………

Minutes of the annual meeting for Woodchester Parish Council held on the May 3, 2007 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall at North Woodchester.

PRESENT: Cllrs Bastin (Chair), Chestnutt, Hamilton, Hemming, Swait, Warnes, Wigzell

In attendance: Duncan Hayes (Clerk) and 3 members of the public

1. To elect a Chairman 

Cllr Bastin was proposed by Cllr Hemming and seconded by Cllr Warnes. Cllr Bastin signed the acceptance of office and took the chair. 

2. To elect a Vice Chairman

Cllr Wigzell was proposed by Cllr Hamilton and seconded by Cllr Hemming. Cllr Wigzell signed the acceptance of office.

3. To accept apologies for absence

There were no apologies for absence

4. To receive questions from members of the public 

One member of the public asked about planning decisions. These questions were answered by Cllr Hemming.

5. To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on March 1, 2007

The minutes were approved as a correct record and signed by Cllr Bastin.

6. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda

Cllrs Hamilton, Hemming and Warnes declared an interest in item 27 as members of the Historical Society. Cllrs Swait and Wigzell declared an interest in item 28 as members of the Street Party Committee. These interests do not appear to be prejudicial under the Model Code of Conduct 2007.

7. To elect Chairmen and members of committees and advisory groups

The council agreed to maintain the current situation. 

8. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

Tower House

The council asked the clerk to write again to the solicitor acting on behalf of the Seelig estate to request action with regard to the boundary wall.

Trees overhanging abandoned churchyard

Cllr Bastin is to pursue this with the priory owners

Street Party road closure

The Clerk is to write to note that the map sent by SDC is slightly inaccurate
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Purchase of books

The Council approved the Clerk’s request to purchase professional literature

Course

The council agreed that the clerk may enrol on the “Working with your Council“ course

9. To note planning applications and decisions from SDC

Applications and decisions were noted

10. To approve changes to the list of signatories

The Council agreed to add Cllr Swait and remove former Clerk Managhan

11. To consider the Council’s Standing Orders

The council agreed that the Clerk should procure pro forma standing orders from the GAPTC and use these to draw up new standing orders, paying particular attention to revised routines for internal financial control. 

12. To agree the programme of meetings for the year

The Council agreed to continue meeting on the first Thursday of every second month starting from January. Finance Committee meetings will be held every six months, on the first Thursday in June and December.

13. To receive a report on the Village Design Statement

Cllr Hemming announced that there will be a public meeting at the Village Hall on May 12 at 10.30 am to launch the Design Statement consultation. This will be an informal exchange of ideas, photos, likes and dislikes etc. A draft will be drawn up in consultation with the planners at SDC. Residents will be kept informed of progress through the Woodchester Word. A second public meeting will be used to consult on the final draft. A small number of printed copies will be produced and the Design Statement will be published on the village website. The Design Statement will be reviewed every three years or more often if necessary. The anticipated timescale for producing the Design Statement is 1 year. 

14. To agree insurance renewal

The council agreed to change its insurance provider to Zurich through GAPTC. This is cheaper than the existing Allianz-Cornhill policy. LGA 1972 s140(1) and s111 

15. To agree renewal of GRCC membership

Membership renewal approved. LGA 1972 s143

16. To agree renewal of LCR subscription renewal

Subscription renewal approved. LGA 1972 s143

17. To agree renewal of GAPTC membership

Membership renewal approved. LGA 1972 s143

18. To approve course attendance by Clerk

The council approved the Clerk’s attendance at the Nuts and Bolts seminar. 

19. To approve quote for maintenance 2007/2008

The clerk is to renew this agreement, but Cllr Bastin will monitor performance and the Clerk is to procure a scope of works to make it possible to seek additional quotes. LGA 1894 s8(1)(i)

20. To receive feedback on the SDC scoping report

Cllr Hamilton did not feel that this was a useful consultation

Page 11/07

Ints…………
21. To receive a report on the post offices consultation paper

Cllr Wigzell has been unable to attend this consultation. Cllr Hamilton agreed that the Council should keep abreast of this situation. 

22. To receive report on Freight Management meeting

Cllr Swait was unable to attend this meeting

23. To receive report on Parish Plan Action Plan

Youth

Cllr Bastin is to assist Cllr Chestnutt in establishing the status of the lease on Villa Field after the new owners take over in a approximately one week. Sports facilities are a priority for the Council. Levelling of Villa Field or the construction of buildings are unlikely to be permitted as the Roman Villa is below the field.

Environment

Cllr Warnes is working on walk maps for the village. The map makers have agreed not to charge copyright. The maps may require initial funding from the council but the idea is to sell them through the post offices to recoup this money. The Clerk is to investigate how this could work in practice.

Website & Events

Cllr Wigzell is to work with the clerk to populate the new website. The litter pick was a great success. Cllr Wigzell thanked Cllr Bastin and the Clerk for their assistance. The Endowed school plans to conduct a localised litter pick with the pupils in the vicinity of the school during class time. St Dominic’s school would wish to participate in the litter pick next year. They have a particular problem with take-away litter in the vicinity of the school. An article about the litter pick was published in the Stroud News & Journal. Street Party tickets are on sale. 

Planning

This was covered under item 9

24. To review and confirm the Council’s register of assets

The register of assets was reviewed and 10 waste bins were added.

25. To note the Local Authorities Model Code of Conduct 2007

This document is being circulated among the councillors

26. To note correspondence received

The correspondence was noted

27. To consider a grant application from the Woodchester Historical Society

The Council agreed to award the Historical Society £100 towards the cost of photocopying archive documentation. LGA 1972 s 137

28. To consider an application for financial support from the Woodchester Street Party Committee 

The Council agreed that in the unlikely event of the Street Party running at a loss it would underwrite those losses up to a maximum of £500. LGA 1972 s 137
29. To receive a financial report for the period until year-end 2007

The financial report was noted
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The meeting closed at 9.07 pm

Chair……………………………

Date…………………………….
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